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The summer doldrums are over 
and the nip of autumn is in the 
air.   Children and the grandchil-
dren are back in school, and even 
the golf and fishing seasons – 
unless you’re into ice-fishing -- 
are beginning to wind down.  So, 
what does it all mean? 
   It means there are no more ex-
cuses for not getting involved in 
some of our community and Ro-
tary International service pro-
grams pronto. Some of these pro-
grams entail fundraising, and our 
first fundraiser – in cooperation 
with the Rotary Club of Du-
buque – is coming up next Fri-
day, Sept. 21. 
    Do you have your tickets to 
“The Legends of New York 

City?”  If not, call 563/588-1305 
immediately and order them!  
Take some friends along, and 
help make this event a sell-out. 

    We’re planning to use the 
profits for purchasing one or 
more “shelter boxes” for disaster 
relief victims, to start a fund to 
obtain a tractor for the Combar-
bala, Chile high school, and to 
fund new community projects. 

 

Committees  
Are Underway 
 

Some our committees and sub-
committees have already started 
meeting and making plans.  Our 
Citizen’s Award Sub-Committee 
is actively seeking recommenda-
tions for worthy recipients; the 
Roundtable Sub-Committee has 
already held several meetings; 
potential Ambassadorial Schol-
ars in the area are being identi-
fied by Rich Mattas, and another 
sub-committee is investigating 

new community projects for us 
to undertake. 
    Some groups, like the Auction 
Sub-Committee and Day in the 
Country Sub-Committee – will 
start meeting later this fall and 
winter.  Others, such as the 
Scholarship Sub-Committee, will 
meet late in the winter and next 
spring. 
   Get involved!  Most of our 
sub-committees need more vol-
unteers, and with summer com-
ing to an end you should have 
more available time to help out.  
After all, that is what Rotary is 
all about! 
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                      Robert R. Wehrle 
                      President 
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Dr. Roland Bermea, who heads up 
our club’s PolioPlus efforts, reports 
that since the Rotary International 
program began in 1985, polio cases 
have declined 99.5 percent world-
wide, and thus far in 2007 just 345 
cases have been identified.   
   “That’s still 345 too many polio 
cases,” Roland declared in his cur-
rent update, “and the Galena Rotary 
Club will continue funding the R.I. 
PolioPlus program until the world 
becomes polio-free.” 
   The R.I. “Plus” program, which 

has raised more that $650 million to 
date, also works to immunize chil-
dren against five other childhood 
vaccine-preventable diseases – tu-
berculosis, measles, diphtheria, 
whooping cough and tetanus.  Our 
club makes a yearly cash contribu-
tion, as does UNICEF, the World 
Health Organization and the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control.  The 
funds help carry out massive immu-
nization campaigns. 
   Roland added:  “The half of one 
percent where polio is still active 
involves children living in impover-

ished countries, or whose families 
are followers of controversial anti-
vaccination religious and govern-
mental leaders.”   
   In northern Nigeria, polio reap-
peared after 11 months of a vacci-
nation boycott, but immunization 
has been restarted. In northeast In-
dia after severe floods, 139 cases of 
polio were identified.  In Namibia, 
a new strain of the polio virus has 
been uncovered, but it has affected 
mostly adults. 

There are 100 front-row seats re-
served for Rotarians at next Fri-
day’s “Legends of New York City” 
performance at the newly refur-
bished Grand Opera House in Du-
buque – and we urge Galena Ro-
tarians to occupy a lot of them for 
this first joint Dubuque/Galena Ro-
tary Clubs fundraiser.  Net proceeds 
will be equitably divvied up be-
tween Dubuque and Galena Rotary 
charities.  We’d like to purchase 
one or more $900 “shelter boxes” 

for disaster relief victims, and help 
the Combarbala, Chile, high school 
obtain a used tractor for its agricul-
ture program. 
   Here’s what the concert is all 
about:  on Thanksgiving, 1974, 
John Lennon joined Elton John on 
stage at Madison Square Garden for 
Lennon’s last live performance … 
ever!  Next Friday, Sept. 21 at 8:00 
p.m., skilled impersonators of Len-
non and John, joined by Billy Joel 
and Billy Smooth and the House 

Rockers, will recreate the historical 
New York rock & roll “happening.”  
You should not miss it – the price 
is right, only $25 for good, reserved 
seats -- $30 for a bit closer.  Be-
lieve us, you are going to love this 
show! 
   Call the Grand Opera House box 
office for tickets, 563/588-1305. 
Pick them up at the box office or a 
half-hour before the show.  Let’s do 
our part as a club! 
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Time’s a’wasting if you’ve not ordered your tickets for 
our Friday, Sept. 21 joint project with the Rotary Club of 
Dubuque, “The Legends of New York City” at the newly 
remodeled Grand Opera House in Dubuque.  Talented 
impersonators of John Lennon and Elton John, along 
with Billy Joel and the House Rockers have received 
rave notices wherever they have performed.  Just like the 
players on the PGA tour, “These guys are good!” 
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Mara Poli, our exchange student from Mantova, Italy, likes to be 
active with other students and her Rotary hosts.  The personable 
youngster – who speaks flawless English -- is eager to meet people 
and do things at school, participating in extra-curricular activities, 
and via invitations from club members. 
   Mara comes from a small village about 10 minutes from Man-
tova, a city of about 60,000 which was the birthplace of the poet, 
Virgil.  It is halfway between Milan and Verona.  Mara’s father, 
Antonio, is employed by a cheese manufacturer and her mother, 
Daniela, is a housewife.   
   At home in Italy, Mara is in her fourth year of a five-year secon-
dary education program.  She’ll be a senior at Galena High School, 
but will have another year to complete her high school work in 
Mantova.  She expects to go to college, but has not yet settled on a 
course of study. 
   Mara will initially be staying with Rev. Bob and Karen North.  
But let’s not leave it all to the Norths.  Call 777-3673 to arrange 
outings for Mara.  She’ll love it, and so will you! 
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We didn’t “discover” Steve Kreiser until this year, 
though he and wife Bonnielynn have lived in the Ter-
ritory for the past nine years.  Thanks, sponsor Duane 
Grenier, for “finding them!”   
   Steve spent the last 25 years of his business career 
with John Hancock in Chicago, ending up as a re-
gional vice president specializing in corporate retire-
ment plans. 
   Steve earned a bachelor’s degree in business admini-
stration from St. Thomas College, St. Paul, MN.  He 
says that one of his pastimes in Galena is being a 
“hacker” golfer.  He’s looking forward to digging into 
some of our club projects.  Welcome aboard, Steve! 

Steve Kreiser, center, receives his active member badge 
and new member kit from Dan Ripley, right and sponsor 
Duane Grenier.  

Italian exchange student Mara Poli sported a 
Galena Pirates football jersey at our Sep. 7 
luncheon meeting. The name “Newton” on 
the back of the jersey hinted at a Galena Ro-
tary Club “connection.” That’s exchange 
program guru Phil Jackman with Mara. 



J ust in case you hadn’t 
heard – our own P. Carter 
Newton has been selected 
as the upcoming District 

6420 Group Study Exchange Team 
Leader for 2008.  Carter and his 
team will visit Wales and northern 
England from early February until 
early March, visiting area Rotary 
Clubs to enable team members to 
gain new perspectives from indi-
viduals engaged in professions 
similar to their own.   
   Carter interviewed prospective 
team members on Saturday, Sept. 1 
in Sterling.  They had to be non-
Rotarians, and committed to a par-
ticular line of work in order to qual-
ify.   Carter settled on four team 
members, from Belvedere, Gene-
seo, Freeport and Sterling.  An al-
ternate is from Rockford.  
   Our club claims at least one other 
GSE team leader – The Rev. Bob 
North.  Bob served on a sojourn to 
India. 

I  nterviews are underway for 
our club’s 2008 foreign ex-
change students, who will 
leave the latter part of next 

summer for their assigned countries.  
Our club will be budgeting for three 
exchange students for the year.  Fi-
nal selections will be announced 
following District 6420 interviews 
in November. 
   To spur interest in the Rotary ex-
change student program, Carter 
Newton’s daughter, Jane, Galena 
High School, and River Ridge 
graduate Britanny Basten put to-

gether a colorful video presentation 
highlighting their experiences as ex-
change students in Mexico and Ger-
many, respectively.  The video has 
been shown to prospective ex-
change students and their counsel-
ors throughout Jo Daviess County. 
 

A t our Aug. 31 lunch-
eon meeting, Pres. 
Bob Wehrle an-
nounced that our club 

finished fourth in District 6420 an-
nual donations to the Rotary Inter-
national Foundation (Paul Harris) – 
totaling $10,075.00.  Two of the 
three clubs ahead of us were Rock-
ford and Moline, with 239 and 169 
members, respectively.  In per-
capita giving, we were sixth with 
$121.39 per member, but with clubs 
with more than 35 members we 
were number one!  For PolioPlus 
giving we were fourth, with $1400.  
Good show, Galena Rotary Club! 

FYI 
Galena Rotary Club , P.O. Box 52, 

Galena, IL 61036 
Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m. at the 

DeSoto House Hotel in Galena 
 

2007-2008 Officers 
President—Robert Wehrle 

President Elect—Joel Holland 
Past President—Duane Grenier 

Treasurer—Vicky Vondran 
Secretary—Dick Laubhan 

 
Newsletter 

Editor— Dick Laubhan, 777-1165 
E-mail: dogman@galenalink.com 
Designer—Julie Bruser, 777-4011 
E-mail: jbruser@galenalink.com 
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Upcoming Programs 
 

Sept. 14 – Jerry Enzler, Dubuque Missis-
sippi River Museum & Aquarium 
Sept. 21 – Open 
Sept. 28 – “Service Above Self” Citizen 
Award, Lynn Gaber 
Oct. 5 – Eldon Leemhuis, District 6420 
Governor 
Oct. 12 -- Dubuque Telegraph Herald Edi-
tor Brian Cooper 
Oct. 19 – “Student of the Quarter,” Eagle 
Ridge Resort & Spa 
Oct. 26 -- Classification Talks 
 

Greeter Assignments 
Sept. 14 – Rich Austin, Fred Baltz 
Sept. 21 – Roland Bermea, Deb Bertucci 
Sept. 28 – Dwight Bischel,  
Larry Blankenbaker 

Fine Masters 
 

Sept. 14 – Duane Grenier 
Sept. 21 – Joe Terry 
Sept. 28 – Chuck Henle 
Oct. 5 – Brian Schoenrock 
Oct. 12 – Rich Mattas 
Oct. 19 – Karen Kumbera 
Oct. 26 – Victor Sprengelmeyer 
 

 
Trivia 
Sept. 14 – Dorte Breckenridge 
Sept. 21 – Nancy Du Plessis 
Sept. 28 – Don Porter 
Oct. 5 – Julie Bruser 
Oct. 12 – John Cooke 
Oct. 19 – Santy Mendez 
Oct. 26 – Rev. Fred Baltz 

To Make Up Missed Meetings: 
 
1. Attend a Rotary meeting in a dif-

ferent city. 
 
2. Attend our board meetings, sec-

ond Friday of each month. 
 
3. Do an hour’s worth of committee 

work. 
 

Tell Rich Austin about any of the 
above.  He keeps track! 


