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Rotary International (RI) maintains four 
Avenues of Service:  Club Service, Vo-
cational Service, Community Service 
and International Service.  RI has set 
aside the month of October to call atten-
tion to the Vocational Service “Avenue,” 
and the many worthwhile Vocational 
Service projects carried out annually by 
local Rotary Clubs.  
   Each one of the Avenues is chaired by 
a Galena Rotary Club director, and Di-
rector Vince Toepfer currently chairs our 
club’s Vocational Services Committee, 
having taken over the position from 
Dorte Breckenridge.  It’s an important 
job, since many of our biggest yearly 
projects come under the Vocational Ser-
vice aegis – like our “Rotary Roars for 
Youth” auction, our Annual Roundtable 
for local business and community lead-
ers, and our annual Day in the Country 
for Jo Daviess County seniors. 
   Another of our Vocational Service pro-

jects is off and running already this year, 
with the first 2007-08 “Service Above 
Self” Citizen’s Award being presented to 
Jack and Jeannette Graves of Elizabeth 
in late September.  Other Vocational Ser-
vice projects including maintaining and 
enhancing our award-winning Web site 
and our senior Web site; liaising with the 
Apple River Fort (four of our Galena Ro-
tarians serve on the board of the Apple 
River Fort Historic Foundation and three 
others previously served); our spring 
fundraiser, being organized by Don 
Gereau, and a new project now under 
investigation. 
   We are also busy in our other Avenues 
of Service.  Our outbound exchange stu-
dent, Shannon Giles, has arrived safely 
in Spain, and three candidates for next 
year have been interviewed.  We just re-
ceived our latest RI Presidential Citation, 
earned for 2006-07 under Duane 
Grenier’s leadership, and Duane, Vince 

and Larry Eggers very ably “kicked off” 
our current Paul Harris Fellowship cam-
paign with the theme, “Every Rotarian 
Every Year.”  Those of you who wrote 
down the stock symbol for Larry’s “hot 
tip” probably don’t need a reminder! 
   One area in which we do not serve is 
through Interact and Rotaract.  Interact 
Clubs are for local high school students, 
providing an opportunity for them to 
work together in a world fellowship of 
service and international understanding.  
There are eight Interact Clubs in our Dis-
trict 6420, including one at West Carroll 
High School in Savanna.  
   Rotaract Clubs serve same purpose, but 
for young adults between 18 and 30 year 
of age, usually college students.  Since 
we have no colleges in our service area 
we do not have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in Rotaract.  Carter Newton’s 
daughter Jane, however, is attending 
Grand Valley State in Grand Rapids, MI 
and is attempting to restart a defunct Ro-
taract Club there.  She will visiting one 
of our meetings and asking us to “pass 
the hat” to help in that attempt.  It’s an 
opportunity for us to participate in Rota-
ract and help Make Things Happen! 
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             Robert R. Wehrle, President 
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Jeanette and Jack Graves of Elizabeth came out on top as the Galena Rotary Club 
looked for worthy non-Rotary recipients for its quarterly “Service Above Self” Citizen’s 
Award.   Rotarian Lynn Gaber, who heads up the award search, reminds that winners 
are chosen for the extent and positive impact of their volunteer services to their commu-
nity or Jo Daviess County. 
   Former owners of the Elizabeth Garage, Jeanette and Jack – now “retired” – have been 
instrumental in helping people in need, local schools and youth, for years and years.  
The Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce, Apple River Fort Foundation, local food bank – 
all have benefited from the Graves’ dedication to community service. 
   In addition to an engraved plaque, the Graves received complimentary dinner for two 
at Benjamin’s, Galena, and a commemorative bottle of wine from the Galena Cellars 
Winery. 
�

Jeanette and Jack Graves of Elizabeth received the Galena Rotary Club’s “Service  
Above Self” Citizen’s Award at the club’s Friday, Sept. 28 luncheon meeting. 



FYI 
Galena Rotary Club , P.O. Box 52, 

Galena, IL 61036 
Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m. at the 

DeSoto House Hotel in Galena 
2007-2008 Officers 

President—Robert Wehrle 
President Elect—Joel Holland 
Past President—Duane Grenier 

Treasurer—Vicky Vondran 
Secretary—Dick Laubhan 

Newsletter 
Editor— Dick Laubhan, 777-1165 
E-mail: dogman@galenalink.com 

Upcoming Programs 
Oct. 12 – Brian Cooper, Editor, Dubuque 
Telegraph Herald 
Oct. 19 – Student of the Quarter, DeSoto 
House Hotel 
Oct. 26 -- Classification Talks 
Nov. 16 – Midwest Health Center Lunch-
eon & Tour 

Fine Masters 
Oct. 12 – Rich Mattas 
Oct. 19 – Karen Kumbera  
Oct. 26 – Victor Sprengelmeyer 
Nov. 2 – Don Porter 
Nov. 9 – John Cooke 
Nov. 16 – Skip Schwerdtfeger 

Greeter Assignments 
Oct. 12 – Roy Clingman, Jeff Cooke 
Oct. 19 – John Cooke, James Darling 
Oct. 26 – B’Ann Dittmar, Randy Downing 
Nov. 2 – David Eaton, Larry Eggers 
Nov. 9 – Roger Eichmeier, Dale Freres 
Nov. 16 – Lynn Gaber, Don Gereau 
 

Trivia 
Oct. 12 – John Cooke 
Oct. 19 – Santy Mendez 
Oct. 26 – Rev. Fred Baltz 
Nov. 2 – Bill Cormack 
Nov. 9 -  Ed Schmit 
Nov. 16 – Jim Kellar 
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Dale Greimann, who became Galena su-
perintendent of schools last spring, is our 
club’s latest new member.  He was spon-
sored by the Rev. Fred Baltz, who was on 
hand with club President Bob Wehrle to 
present Dale with his active member badge 
and new member kit at a recent meeting. 
   Prior to his new job, Dale had been su-
perintendent of East Buchanan Community 
Schools, Winthrop, Iowa since 2001.  Be-
fore that, he held teaching and administra-
tive positions in Iowa Falls, Dunkerton and 
Independence, IA.  In the 1990s he was a 
member of the Independence, IA Rotary 
Club, along with his wife, Peggy – a nurse 
who later branched into nursing home ad-
ministration. 
   Dale received a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in biology from the University of Northern 
Iowa, and later, both Master’s and Doctor’s 
degrees from the same institution, focusing 
on school administration.  He started his 
career in education with a nine-year stint as 
a science teacher/coach in Iowa Falls. 
   Dale and Peggy have two daughters, Ja-
clyn, and Leslie.  Jaclyn is a chemical biol-
ogy grad student at Cornell University, also 
doing research at the Sloan Kettering Insti-
tute in New York City.  Leslie will be 
graduating from Creighton University next 
spring. 
   Dale states that he and Peggy are excited 
about becoming Galena “Pirates” and part 
of the Galena/Jo Daviess County commu-
nity.  Addressing club members at our 
Sept. 21 luncheon, he said that as far as 
“any changes” in present school operations 
that might be contemplated, a formal 
“needs-assessment” inquiry would be in 
order, probably by next spring. 
    Dale and Peggy are now settled on West 
Horseshoe Lane in Galena.  
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Past President Guane Grenier, Vince 
Toepfer and Larry Eggers gave a very 
convincing history and promotion of our 
club’s Paul Harris Fellowship program at 
our Friday, Sept. 28 luncheon meeting.  
The theme, “Every Rotarian, Every Year” 
resulted in Paul Harris sustaining mem-
bers in attendance “re-upping” for the 
current year, and at least one new sustain-
ing participant.  Dollar figures for our 
club’s overall  pledge for the coming year 
will be forthcoming.   
   Currently, we have seven multiple Paul 
Harris Fellows:  John Cooke, Randy 
Downing, Bob Price, Pat McCarthy, Dan 
Mitchell, Dick Harmet and Ken Parrott.  
We have a total of 36 Paul Harris Fellows 
as well as 24 sustaining members – those 
working toward full membership.  We 
also have 12 members who have contrib-
uted in the name of their spouses.   
   Sadly, there are 21 members who are 
not participating in the program at all.  
About two bucks a week is all that it 
takes – c’mon, let’s all get aboard! 
 

T he new Midwest Medical 
Center is hosting a special 
Nouveau luncheon for Galena 
Rotarians on Friday, Nov. 16 

from noon to 2 p.m.  Lunch will be tradi-
tional Nouveau, at the hospital, with wine 
provided by Galena Cellars.  A tour of 
the new facility will follow.  The event 
will take the place of our regular meeting. 

 
 
 
 

District Governor Eldon Leemhuis gives 
our 2007-08 exchange student Mara Poli 
a souvenir to take home to her native It-
aly – his business card, with our “Service 
Above Self” theme pin and a map of Dist. 
6420 attached.  

We don’t sing at our weekly meetings, but no one 
complains about listening to good singing!  Here 
are Rotarians Dave Mikelson, and  Joe Terry, left 
and right center, along with guests Steve Coates, far 
left and Kim Monk, far right, doing some barber-
shop renditions at our Oct. 5 meeting as a preview 
to an upcoming concert at Grace Episcopal Church. 

District 6420 Governor Eldon Leemhuis, 
left, was on hand at our Oct. 5 luncheon 
meeting to present our club with the cov-
eted Presidential Citation Award, in rec-
ognition of our community and other pro-
jects during the 2006-07 presidency of 
Duane Grenier.  Current President Bob 
Wehrle accepts the award certificate.  
Eldon also addressed members of the 
club, reminding about Rotary Interna-
tional’s success at nearly eliminating po-
lio worldwide, its efforts in education and 
other local and international programs. 


