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We all experienced some sad times 
last month with the untimely death 
of longtime Galena Rotarian 
Shirley Leliosh.   Shirley, however, 
might well have preferred to be 
known as an “Elizabeth” (or, 
“Elizabethan?”) Rotarian – having 
lived in Elizabeth for many years.  
In addition to her sharp mind, 
Shirley had a very lively sense of 
humor!    
 
Shirley joined the Galena Rotary 
Club in 1989, was a two-time Ro-
tarian of the Year, and also a driv-
ing force in organizing many of our 
enjoyable social events.  I recently 
received an e-mail from Ann Mur-
phy, District 6420 assistant district 
governor, saying what a great am-
bassador Shirley was for our club 
when she did make-ups at Savanna.  
Ann was glad that she’d had the op-
portunity to visit with Shirley last 
month when she visited our club 
along with District Governor Eldon 
Leemhuis. 
 
While we’ll miss Shirley’s pres-
ence, Rotary’s work goes on with-
out missing a beat.  At our October 
board meeting we decided to look 
into the possibility of forming and 

sponsoring an Interact Club at one 
of the highs schools within our ser-
vice area.  Mentioned were Galena 
High School, Tri-State Christian 
and East Dubuque High School. 
John Cooke has volunteered to con-
tact the schools to see if there might 
be some interest. 
 
Interacts are like miniature Rotary 
Clubs, where students learn and 
practice the service principles of 
Rotary.  The clubs participate in 
both community projects and Ro-
tary International projects -- on a 
smaller scale than regular clubs -- 
of course.  The Interacts are spon-
sored and guided by a local Rotary 
Club, and usually have a high 
school faculty sponsor as well.  
Both the Freeport and Savanna Ro-
tary Clubs have successfully spon-
sored Interact Clubs for a number 
of years.  If you’d like to help John 
or have any ideas, please contact 
him. 
 
In closing, kudos to Randy Down-
ing for recruiting three potential 
outbound exchange students for the 
2008-2009 school year.  Randy par-
ticipated in District 6420 interviews 
with the talented students, along 

with Jim Darling and Phil Jackman.  
At this writing the District’s deci-
sion not yet been announced.  But 
speaking of exchange students, with 
winter and the Holidays approach-
ing, make it a point to include our 
talented, personable Galena ex-
change student Mara Poli in some 
of your plans.  High school football 
is winding down (hopefully with 
Galena atop Class I-A at State!), 
and Mara should be more available 
to participate in your activities most 
weekends. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
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                      Robert R. Wehrle 
                      President 
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If you’d like to hear some Chicago fire stories, Don 
Ellwood is the man to tell them.  Don, who retired af-
ter 36 years with the Chicago Fire Department, braved 
the flames as a firefighter in some of the “toughest” 
parts of the city.  “I liked being where there was most 
action,” Don says.  
   Don and his wife, Nancy – who died a bit under two 
years ago – became permanent Galena residents about 
eight years ago, but Don reports that they’d been fre-
quent visitors here for close to 50 years.  They were 

the parents of 11 children – that’s eleven! 
   With no more fires to fight, Don busies himself with 
the local art community.  He is a member of the Ga-
lena Artists’ Guild, and his watercolors can be seen 
regularly at the Guild’s newly opened gallery on Rte. 
20, one block north of the Galena River bridge.  Wel-
come aboard, Don! 

������
 ��!���
"����
#�����  

Club members officially greeted Donald (Don) Ellwood 
as a new member at the club’s Friday, Nov. 9 luncheon.  
Don, sporting a new member ribbon on his badge, is 
flanked by sponsor Ed Schmit, right, and membership 
chair Marc McCoy. 
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Shirley Leliosh had been in failing health for a number of months before 
succumbing on Friday, Oct. 19 at Mercy Medical Center in Dubuque.   
Shirley was one of the “regulars” at our weekly luncheons, and will be 
long-remembered for her wit and for putting the “Leliosh Touch” on the 
entertainment at our annual Christmas Parties. 
   Shirley was a native Chicagoan.  She and her late husband, Joseph 
Leliosh, founded McArthur Machinery in Elizabeth, where Shirley 
served as CEO for 25 years.  The McArthur building has been newly re-
modeled as headquarters for Safe Haven, a Humane Society for Jo Davi-
ess County. 
   A two-time Rotarian of the Year, Shirley was also very active in com-
munity affairs.  She will be sorely missed by fellow Rotarians and other 
friends. 

 Shirley Leliosh 
 1929 - 2007 



S gt.-of-Arms Don Porter reports that he has 
found the names of all Rotarians of the Year 
dating back to the club’s inception.  They’ll 
be highlighted in our new display case on 

The De Soto House’s first floor atrium walkway, along 
with trading banners from other clubs and other memo-
rabilia.  Don is looking for more ideas, so please con-
tact him if you have something that’s “displayable.”   
 

O ur club has a special interest in this 
year’s Galena Territory Holiday House 
Walk, set for Saturday, Dec. 1.  Member 
Jim Mahoney and his wife, Mary have 

entered their lovely home on the walk, and have desig-
nated our Galena Rotary Foundation as recipient for 
their share of the House Walk profits.  Theirs is a fabu-
lous house, located toward the end of Stony Point 
Road, so be sure to pay Jim and Mary a visit. 

The Rotary Club of Galena honored seven Jo Daviess 
County high school sophomores as “Paul Kindig Students 
of the Quarter” at the club’s Friday, Oct. 19 luncheon at 
The De Soto House Hotel in Galena.  The students, from left 
to right are:  Michelle Ball, Tri-State Christian School; 
Brandy Stadel, River Ridge; Jarred Allfillisch, Scales 
Mound; Randall Duchow, Stockton; Tiffany Rapa, Warren; 
Semantha Heim, Galena, and Rachell Sutter, East Dubuque.  
Each received an honorary certificate, a $100 U.S. Savings 
Bond and complimentary dinners for themselves and their 
parents, courtesy of The De Soto House.  

The Galena Elks Club is where you’ll want to be this 

coming Sunday, Nov. 18, as Rotarians, friends and 
neighbors gather to raise funds to help Judy and Ed 
Schmit defray the high costs of gene therapy treat-
ments not covered by insurance, after Judy suffered a 
reoccurrence of breast cancer.   
   The event -- scheduled for 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. -- is part 
of a “Bear Hugs for Health” fund set up by members of 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church.  The “Bear Hugs” com-
mittee is also considering becoming a 401C3 non-
profit organization, bent on organizing other fund-
raisers for Jo Daviess County residents with little or no 
insurance or in situations similar to Judy’s. 

Included in Sunday’s  
doings will be: 
 

· A Wine & Cheese 

Party 

· Silent Auction with Items from Local Artists 

· Pink Teddy Bear Pins & Plush Teddy Bears  

for Sale 

· Entertainment by Leonardo & the Galena 

Grace Quartet 
The officers and directors of the Galena Rotary Club 
hope you’ll join in supporting this fund-raiser for a 
very worthy cause. 
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FYI 
Galena Rotary Club , P.O. Box 52, 

Galena, IL 61036 
Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m. at the 

DeSoto House Hotel in Galena 
 

2007-2008 Officers 
President—Robert Wehrle 

President Elect—Joel Holland 
Past President—Duane Grenier 

Treasurer—Vicky Vondran 
Secretary—Dick Laubhan 

 
Newsletter 

Editor— Dick Laubhan, 777-1165 
E-mail: dogman@galenalink.com 
Designer—Julie Bruser, 777-4011 
E-mail: jbruser@galenalink.com 

Upcoming Programs 
 

Nov. 16 – Nouveau Wine luncheon at new 
Midwest Medical Center, with guided tour   
following lunch. 
Other November programs pending 
No lunch meeting Dec. 14—holiday party 
that evening 
 

Greeter Assignments 
Nov. 16 – Lynn Gaber, Don Gereau 

Nov. 23 – Duane Grenier, Dick Harmet 

Nov. 30 – Roger Higgs 

Dec. 7 – Joel Holland, Phil Jackman 

Dec. 14 – Josh Jasper, Jim Kellar 

Dec. 21 – Mary Kelly-Train, Howard Kerr 

Dec. 28 – Karen Kumbera, Chris Larson 

Fine Masters 
 

Nov. 16 – Skip Schwerdtfeger 

Nov. 23 – Ed Schmit 

Nov. 30 – Roger Eichmeier 

 
 

Trivia 
Nov. 16 – Jim Kellar 

Nov. 23 – Sean Loberg 

Nov. 30 – Lois Wienen-Knautz 

Dec. 7 – Syd Sincock 

Dec. 14 – Barbara Sloan 

Dec. 21 – Deb Bertucci 

Dec. 28 – Rudy Pascoe 
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