
Fall is here, the football, golf and soccer 
seasons are drawing to a close and we all 
are anticipating the Holiday Season and 
the coming of the New Year.  It’s a great 
time – time for families and loved ones, a 
time to enjoy friends and acquaintances -
- time that might seem will never end.  
But won’t it?   
 

A recent article in Leader Magazine 
characterized our gift of time like a 
“bank account,” available only to you, 
into which 86,400 seconds (like, 
“dollars”) are deposited into the account 
without fail every morning.   But, bank 
regulations for that particular type of 
account require that all the seconds 
(dollars) must be “spent” during the day, 
so that the account returns to zero bal-
ance every night. 
 

Well, we all have such a “gift” bank ac-
count, and the owner of the account is 

“Time.”  Every morning Time credits our 
accounts with 86,400 seconds, but each 
night, Time also returns our balance to 
zero.  It has no record of what we did 
with our thousands of seconds during the 
day -- but in one way or another we 
“spent” them – every one of them.  They  
are gone. 
 

The lesson: spend your daily “time ac-
count” wisely, hopefully to benefit your-
self and humanity as a whole.  To golfer 
friends, here’s an analogy: you start 
every round fresh, armed with an 
“account” of positive thoughts and emo-
tions.  Whatever bad shots you hit yester-
day are history, and your success or fail-
ure depends entirely on what you do with 
the shots you have coming.  Knuckle 
down, and make the most of them!  
“Time” can be on your side. 
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Shannon Giles, now a junior at Free-
port High School, has been chosen as 
the Galena Rotary Club’s outbound 
exchange student for 2007-08.  The 
Freeport Rotary Club does not partici-
pate in the Rotary International ex-
change student program, and our club 
board of directors gave the okay for 
going outside Jo Daviess county in 
case no local area candidates turned 
up. 
    Shannon is an excellent student and 
involved in a host of extracurricular 
activities including music, honor soci-
ety, church and community service 
organizations.  She’ll have most of her 
graduation requirements completed 
before going off on her exchange as-
signment next summer.  Shannon’s 
first choice is Spain, but she states that 
she’ll be delighted for the chance to 
study overseas wherever it might be.  
Traveling, new places and experiences 

are right at 
the top of her 
agenda. 
    Shannon’s 
dad is the 
Rev. Stan 
Giles, senior 
pastor at the 
Park Hills 
Evangelical 
Free Church 
in Freeport.  
Rev. Giles, 
an Air Force 
Reserve 
chaplain, re-
cently re-
turned from a 
four-month 
assignment in Iraq, and as our Nov. 17 
luncheon speaker told club members 
about his experiences and impressions 
while deployed.  Shannon’s mother is 

a teacher/ homemaker, and her brother 
is attending the Air Force Academy in 
Colorado Springs. 
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Rotarian Randy Downing, left, introduced our 2007-08 out-
bound exchange student, Freeport High School’s Shannon 
Giles, along with her father, The Rev. Stan Giles.  Rev. Giles, 
an Air Force Reserve chaplain, was our luncheon speaker.   
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FYI 
Galena Rotary Club, P.O. Box 52,      

Galena, IL 61036.  Meets every Friday at 
11:45 a.m. - DeSoto House Hotel 

2006-2007 Officers 
President - Duane Grenier 

President Elect - Robert Wehrle 
Past President - Ed Schmit 
Treasurer - Vicky Vondran 
Secretary - Dick Laubhan 

Newsletter   
Editor - Dick Laubhan, 777-1165,  
e-mail: dogman@galenalink.com 
Designer - Julie Bruser, 777-4011,  
e-mail: jbruser@galenalink.com 
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H ere’s some very good news 
about individual Rotarians’ 
support of one our most 
important and active local 

charities – the United Churches of Ga-
lena Food Pantry.  At our Nov. 3 
luncheon Bob and Chris Smialek -- co-
directors of the organization -- gave 
members valuable insights into the 
Food Pantry’s operations. They de-
scribed how many families the Pantry 
helps per month on average, what 
kinds of contributions are needed, and 
the percentage of poverty level poor in 
our area.  After Bob’s and Chris’s 
presentation, members dug into their 
pockets and checkbooks and came up 
with $907.00 in donations – which was 
later boosted by a $500.00 contribution 
from a generous but anonymous Rotar-
ian.  Total:  $1407.00!  Wow!  That’s 
enough to purchase more than 4 tons of 
food and provide over 2700 meals, the 
Smialeks stated in a “thank you” letter.  
Thanks to all who contributed. 
 

I n case you are not an avid 
“monthly minutes reader,” here 
are a couple items from the No-
vember board meeting that you 

should be aware of:  
Keny Fernandez, a school teacher from 
Combarbala, Chile, will be arriving in 
Galena Jan. 18, 2007 to help complete 
the “second stage” of our last year’s 
Twin Club project.  She’ll stay about a 
month, researching how we teach Eng-

lish here in the U.S.  Keny 
will be visiting county 
schools, and whatever ad-
vanced “language labs” in 
the area with which we can 
set up visits.  Object:  to put 
to work in her own classes 
useful information and meth-
ods she picks up here – and, 
to brush up on her own Eng-
lish language skills.  While 
her living arrangements are 
not complete, she’ll be 
spending some time with the 
Carter Newton, Phil Jackman 
and Bob Wehrle families.  
New Rotarian Chris Larson 
contributed a substantial 
number of Frequent Flyer miles to help 
with Keny’s airfare.  Thanks, Chris!  
 

A lso, if you are one of our 
club’s intrepid but so far 
frustrated “singers,” please 
sign up for a carol-singing 

event set up by Vocational Services 
Chair Barbara Sloan at Galena-Stauss 
Nursing Home, 6 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 
14.  Following the singing session, Dr. 
Sloan will chair a group discussion on 
the benefits of Rotary Club singing at a 
location to be announced. 
 

P lanning on a trip to India any 
time soon?  We received an e-
mail invitation from the Taj 
Hosting & Fellowship Soci-

ety Agra recently (Agra is 
where the Taj Mahal is 
located).  They’d be 
pleased to show any visit-
ing Rotarians the sights 
not only in Agra, but 
northern India.  You 
needn’t be on official Ro-
tary business like Polio 
Plus, Matching Grants, 
etc. -- just a pleasure trip 
qualifies for Rotarian 
“tour guides.”  If inter-
ested, contact: Rtn Rishi, 
www.geocities. 
com/tajhosting.  

I n case you aren’t aware, our club 
has contributed $350.00 to the 
Galena Historical Society in 
memory of our recently deceased 

member, Gordon “Gordie” Kilgore.  In 
a note to the Historical Society’s 
Nancy Breed, Rotary Past President 
Dwight Bischel stated:  “As you may 
know, Gordie was very much involved 
in the life and history of the Missis-
sippi River and Galena’s role in its 
history.” 
 

R ich Mattas reminds that our 
club is in the market for 
Ambassadorial Scholars – 
college freshmen who plan 

to study abroad their junior year, or 
upperclassmen who want to complete a 
year of graduate study overseas.  The 
Rotary International Ambassadorial 
Scholarship program provides grants 
up to $25,000 for qualified applicants, 
who should contact Rich at 815/858-
2688.  Application forms can also be 
downloaded at from the RI Web site, 
www.rotary.org.  Might any of you 
members have candidates in mind? 
The scholarships provide for study 
abroad in more than 160 countries 
where Rotary Clubs are located.  The 
scholars act as “ambassadors of good-
will” for the United States, appearing 
before overseas Rotary Clubs and dis-
tricts, schools, civic organizations and 
other forums.  Since it was initiated in 
1947, the RI program has sponsored 
more than 30,000 Ambassadorial 
Scholars. 
 

No, these jolly Rotarians are not waving white lollipops.  
The strange objects actually are noisemakers left over 
from a DeSoto House Hotel wedding party. Rotarian 
Don Porter recovered them from a wastebasket and con-
vinced his companions that they should use them to her-
ald in the club’s annual Nouveau wine-tasting lunch-
eon.  From left: Doug Weeder, Jim Mahoney, Jim Kel-
lar, Don Himself, Lloyd “Bud” Austin and Jeff Cooke. 

Toasting our club’s annual Nouveau wine celebra-
tion at the Nov. 17 luncheon meeting are, from left: 
Dick and Joan Harmet, soon-to-be-member Helen 
Kilgore, the Rev. Dottie Morizzo, Rich Mattas, Randy 
Vincent and Liz Mitchell-Laubhan.  The tasty Beau-
jolais, a product of the Galena Cellars Winery, flowed 
freely at a number of other wine-tasting parties and 
events throughout the city, thanks to Galena Cellars 
owner Scott Lawlor. 

Upcoming Programs 
Nov. 24 – No program 
Dec. 1 – “The Great Loop,” Pat & Dick 
Friedman 
Dec. 8 – “The Apostle Luke,” Rev. Dr. 
Fred Baltz 
Dec. 15 – Annual Christmas Party, Irish 
Cottage, 6 p.m.  (No noon meeting) 
Dec. 29 – Grant Pistor, our club’s first 
(1986) exchange student, now from South 
Africa; also, our first host family, Jim & 
Mary Purdy 
 

Greeter Assignments 
Nov. 24 – Lois Wienen-Knautz/ 
Andy Willis 
Dec. 1 – Romer Wilsek/Dick Woodruff 
Dec. 8 – Dick Alexander/Rich Austin 
Dec. 15 – Rev. Fred Baltz/Roland Bermea 

Dec. 22 – Dwight Bischel/ 
Larry Blankenbaker 
Dec. 29 – Dorte Breckenridge/ 
Julie Bruser 
 

Trivia Assignments 
Nov. 24 –“Skip” Schwerdtfeger 
Dec. 1 – Syd Sincock 
Dec. 8 & 15 – Open 
Dec. 22 – Dick Woodruff 
Dec. 29 – Don Porter 
 

Finemasters 
Nov. 24 – Rich Austin 
Dec. 1 – Brian Schoenrock 
Dec. 8 – Howard Kerr 
Dec. 15 – Roger Higgs 
Dec. 22 – Carter Newton 
Dec. 29 – Ed Schmit 


