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Have you seen enough snow yet?  
Do you think it will all melt in time 
for our “Rotary Roars ‘Fore’ 
Youth” auction?  The auction is just 
under a month away, so start think-
ing spring, getting out and about, 
nailing those auction items and sell-
ing those auction tickets. 
   Our 2008 theme is particularly 
appropriate for our Galena envi-
rons.  We have some of the best 
golfing venues in the state – even 
the entire mid-west!  The auction 
committee is looking to offer some 
very interesting and exciting golf 

packages, along with all of the other 
items individuals and businesses 
donate.  There’s a strong possibility 
of some “golf celebrity” items, too!   
   Have you sold your share of raffle 
tickets, and bought a bunch your-
self?  I always buy some for the 
women in my life – wife, daughter 
and granddaughters – and twice one 
of them has won!  What a deal – 
your tickets go back into the barrel 
even if you’ve won – people find it 
hard to resist.  We’ve had two 
drawings already, but heck – it’s 
still a real steal for five bucks a 

ticket, with four more drawings to 
come. 
   I understand that with our coun-
try’s current economic mess, it’s 
probably going to be more difficult 
to get people to part with some of 
their money for the auction this 
year.  For our auction to be success-
ful it’s going to take some extra ef-
fort by you.  So, knock on a few 
new doors to solicit interesting 
items, check out your neighbors for 
raffle tickets.  Above all, attend the 
auction yourself.  Let’s see if we 
can make this year’s auction at least 
as profitable as last year’s. 
   Thanks so much for your help! 
 
������������������������������������ ������������� ���
            Robert R. Wehrle, President 
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The Rotary Club of Galena at its March 14 
meeting at the De Soto House Hotel honored 
seven Jo Daviess County high school sopho-
mores with its Paul Kindig Student of the 
Quarter Award.  Those receiving awards were, 
from left:  Matt Hoppman, East Dubuque; Ash-
ley Marcure, River Ridge; Kyle Connors, War-
ren; Rachel Busker, Galena; Liza Crandell, 
Scales Mound; Lauren Gaffney, Tri-State 
Christian School and Meagan Weltzin, Stock-
ton.  The award recognizes not only improve-
ment in the students’ grade average, but their 
overall performance in the school environment.  
Each received a certificate of accomplishment, 
a $100 U.S. savings bond and dinner for them-
selves and their parents, courtesy of the De 
Soto House Hotel.   P. Carter Newton Photo 
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As you are aware, our intrepid world traveler Carter 
Newton is back in the good old U.S.A after spending 
four weeks as Team Leader for a Rotary District 6420 
Group Study Exchange team in Merry Olde England – 
with a brief sojourn into Wales.  Tagging along with 
Carter were four non-Rotarian professionals from Dis-
trict 6420, from Belvedere, Geneseo, Freeport and 
Sterling, all of them engaged in diverse professions.  
Object:  to meet British professionals of the same ilk, 
exchange views and thereby broaden their perspec-
tive – part of an enterprising Rotary outreach program.   
   According to Carter the program “really worked,” 
and team members were more than satisfied with the 
overall experience. It included – in addition to work – 
lots of sight-seeing, wonderful host families and Ro-
tary Clubs, and food and libations beyond belief. 
   Carter got back about a week-and-a-half ago and 
promptly came down with a pesky virus.  But he’s 
back to normal now, looking fit, well-fed and ready for 
“Rotary Roars ‘Fore’ Youth” auction action. 
   Most of the team’s time abroad was spent in Eng-
land, but with one stop in Chepstow, Wales, on the 
England/Wales border.  There were 11 cities in all, and 
among the more notable were London, Birmingham, 
Bristol, Swindon and Marlborough.  Carter states that 
the team had intensive working sessions in five cities, 
and was fortunate enough to get skilled guided tours of 
historic sites in other areas. 
   Carter said that British Rotary Clubs really take seri-
ously the concept of servicing others. Many are espe-
cially concerned about problems in Africa.  “One of 
our hosts had a dozen or so plastic “care” boxes stored, 
ready for shipment,” he asserted. 
   The trip was full of highlights, but the first was 
bumping into an English couple who’d visited Galena 
and attended our 2005 President’s Dinner. At a team 
presentation to a British Rotary district convention, the 
couple recognized some Galena pictures, then Carter.  
It was “old home week,” so to speak.   
   Carter also met a newspaper copy editor who’d been 
to Galena while attending Iowa State University; also, 
a driver who spends five months each year in Florida 
and is familiar with Carter’s brother’s newspaper, the 
Englewood Review. 

Brits “Sound Off” 
 
Current “hot topics” in the U.S. were the subject of 
conversation with many host clubs and families – like 
George Bush, generally not well-liked -- though 
Carter’s last host family supported the president.   
   Global warming -- “rubbish” to some – just like 
here -- but a true concern to others,” Carter noted.  
“Even some of the ‘rubbish’ folks seemed concerned 
about their ‘carbon footprint,’ and were dedicated to 
recycling their trash.” 
   What about the price of gas?  The Brits are currently 
paying over a pound for a liter.  Since a U.S. gallon 
equals about 4.5 liters, that translates into $9.00 a gal-
lon, U.S!  Britain and Europe have been ahead of us 
price-wise for years, but we’re catching up!  Groan. 
   Carter said that people he and the team members 
conversed with are quite interested in our presidential 
election, and wanted to know details about our prima-
ries and caucuses.  “Who has the edge, Clinton or 
Obama?  Is McCain too old to be president?  The Brits 
are really tuned in,” Carter observed. 
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GSE team members accompanying P. Carter Newton on the 
trip include (front, from left) Tim Zollinger, Sterling; Pam 
Schingoethe, Freeport; Rebecca Hooks, Belvidere; and Jen-
nifer Selchow, Machesney Park. P. Carter Newton photo 



History -- “In Spades” 
 
If you are a history buff, be sure to put the British Isles 
on your list of places to go.  Our history as a nation 
goes back a bit under 250 years, but England?  Guides 
talk about the “Roman times” or the “Norman times,” 
dating back to 1000 AD and earlier. 
   Topping a list of historic sites were the many English 
cathedrals, some of them dating back to the 1100s.  
“These are mystical places,” says Carter, “One seems 
so small and yet so moved by the experience of being 
in [them].  You get a real sense as to how cathedrals 
have tugged at the heartstrings of the faithful through 
the years.”   The island’s castles were a close second. 
   But what about “way back?”  The team visited a 
Malvern Hills fort that had been built in the iron age, 
600 BC to 50 AD.  That’s old!   But even older, the 
Avebury henge, a thousand years older than the fa-
mous Stonehenge.  Archeologists estimate that work 
on Avebury began in 3400 BC or earlier.  Feeling 
young? 
   Carter says that a lot of the countryside he visited in 
England reminded him of home – hills and valleys, 
rivers criss-crossing the area.  “The major difference, 
hedgerows and stone fences along the road, where 
we’d have open land or barbed-wire fences,” he stated. 
   Finally, Carter marveled about the treatment his team 
had received, new friendships made.  “We said ‘thank 
you,’ ‘thank you’ a lot,” he said.   

It's a small world. In June 2005, Brian and Sylvia Cole 
(left and right) lived in northeast England and visited 
Galena with two other couples after the Rotary Interna-
tional Convention in Chicago. While here, they attended 
a Galena Rotary president's banquet and P. Carter New-
ton¹s 50th birthday party. The Coles have since moved. 
During the District 6420 Group Study Exchange team¹s 
presentation at the District 1100¹s convention, the Coles 
recognized several of the photos and then reconnected 
with The Gazette publisher. Contributed photo 
 

A popular pub game in England is skittles. Each player 
has the opportunity to roll three small balls down the 
lane and knock down nine pins. It's a social game that 
people of all ages can enjoy.  Participants, including 
GSE  team members Rebecca Hooks, left, and Pam 
Schingoethe, right, even care for the pins.   P. Carter 
Newton photo 



 

FYI 
Galena Rotary Club , P.O. Box 52, 

Galena, IL 61036 
Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m. at the 

DeSoto House Hotel in Galena 
 

2007-2008 Officers 
President—Robert Wehrle 

President Elect—Joel Holland 
Past President—Duane Grenier 

Treasurer—Vicky Vondran 
Secretary—Dick Laubhan 

 
Newsletter 

Editor— Dick Laubhan, 777-1165 
E-mail: dogman@galenalink.com 
Designer—Julie Bruser, 777-4011 

E-mail: jbruser@jcwifi.com 

Upcoming Programs 
March 21 – Josh Jasper, Riverview 
Center 
March 28 --  Mary Sheahen, on 
“Massage Therapy” 
April 4 --  “PolioPlus in Africa,” 
Bill Tubbs 
April 11 – Open 
April 18 – “Growing Tourism,” 
Chris Larson 
April 25 – Open 
May 2 --  “My Trip to the Isles,” 
Carter Newton 
May 9 -- Open 
 
Greeter Assignments 
March 21 – Brian Schoenrock/Skip 
Schwerdtfeger 
March 28 – Syd Sincock/Barb 
Sloan 
April 4 – Joe Terry, Vince Toepfer 
April 11 -- Randy Vincent/Bob 

Volkommer 
April 18 – Vicky Vondran, Doug 
Weeder 
April 25 – Grant Westenfelder/Lois 
Wienen-Knautz 
May 2 – Andy Willis, Bob Alexan-
der 
May 9 – Rich Austin, “Bud” Austin 
 
Fine Masters 
March 21 -- Dave Mikelson 
March 28 – Karen Kumbera 
 
Trivia 
March 21 – Randy Downing 
March 28 – Phil Jackman 
April 4 – Jerry Bolles 
April 11 -- Unassigned 
April 18 -- Rich Mattas 
April 25-- John Cooke 
May 2 -- Unassigned 
May 9 -- Lynn Gaber 

Hey!  There’s a little less than a 
month until our “Rotary Roars 
‘Fore’ Youth” auction,  April 19 at 
the Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa.  As 
of this writing, Galena Rotarians 
have sold approximately $8,000.00 
in raffle tickets, and about 50 auc-
tion tickets.  That totals around 
$10,500.00.  Reliable sources say 
that at least 29 Rotary members 
have sold zero raffle tickets.  That’s 
close to 35 percent of our member-
ship!  Let’s shape up! 
   Regarding raffle tickets, there are 
still four drawings left, and ticket 
buyers still have a good chance of 
winning since their stubs are always 
in the mix.  Worth $25.00 for five 
tickets?  You bet!   
   Support the auction yourself by 

buying tickets.  Check out your 
friends and neighbors – some of 
them don’t even know about the 
event or what we as a club do for 
the youth of our county communi-
ties.  Tell them about a “fun eve-
ning,” with free food and drink, that 
they may have never experienced.  
You may be surprised at their posi-
tive reaction – and some cash or a 
check. 
   Get out there and beat the bushes 
for auction items – they are coming 
in mighty slow so far, but there’s 
still time for a really concerted ef-
fort.  The weather is shaping up, so 
being snowbound is no longer an 
excuse! 
   Let’s go! 
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