
You may have heard or read the 
story of an old man walking along 
the beach at dawn.  Ahead of him 
was a young boy, whom the old man 
observed was picking starfish off 
the sand and flinging them back 
into the ocean. 
    “What are you doing?” asked the 
old man.  “Saving the lives of the 
starfish,” the boy replied.  “They’re 
stranded, and they’ll die in the 
sun.”   
    The old man gazed ahead along 
the beach and reminded the boy:  
“The beach goes on for miles and 
miles and there are millions of star-
fish.  How can your efforts make 
any real difference?” 
    The boy glanced at the starfish he 
held in his hand, then lobbed it into 
the sea.  “It makes a difference to 
this one,” he replied. 

   How does this little story relate to 
you and me as Rotarians?  Simply 
put, no one can accomplish every-
thing, but everyone can accomplish 
something.  A mission that is daunt-
ing because of its scope and diffi-
culty must never quench our desire 
to make a difference, limited though 
it may be.  
    With our April 21st “Lights, 
Camera – Auction!” fast approach-
ing, let’s each and every one of us 
commit to “making a difference” in 
the lives of close to two dozen Jo 
Daviess County high school seniors 
aiming for higher education.  What 
with the rising costs of tuition, a 
$1500.00 scholarship is not an “end 
all,” but it is symbolic of our club’s 
support of our youth, and it can 
make a small difference. 
     

   So, “get on your horses” and keep 
selling those raffle tickets – there 
are still 18 more drawings to go. 
You also have more than a month to 
canvass friends and acquaintances 
that might be interested in auction 
tickets.  Volunteer to help out at the 
event, itself, to make it a big suc-
cess – as per usual!  And, nail down 
those five auction items!   
    Roy Clingman recently shared 
with club members his own ap-
proach – and it’s good advice:  
“Make those auction donation calls, 
and you’ll be surprised just how 
many donors have been waiting for 
your call – and it’s fun, too!” 
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 Duane Grenier 
 President 
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 “We’re just a little slow this year,” auction guru Pat McCarthy told us last week, but he also has every confidence 
that the goodly number of raffle tickets still “out there” will be transformed into cash real soon.  As of Wednesday, 
March 14, 17 members had not taken care of that detail, to the tune of $3000.00.  That would bring us right up to the 
$10,000.00 we’re counting on in our 2007 auction budget.   
    See Ed Schmit right away if you’ve not picked up raffle tickets, and re-read Duane’s front-page message about 
“making a difference” – even a little one.  The huge success of our annual auction depends on a lot of people pitching 
in – selling, collecting auction items and helping out at the auction itself.  Let’s all pull together and make “Lights, 
Camera – Auction!” one of our best! 



Upcoming Programs 
March 16 – Student of the Quarter, 
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa 
March 23 – Susan Gow – Highland 
Community College 
March 30 – Betsy Shaup, former   
Rotary exchange student 
Greeters 
March 16 – Phil Jackman 
March 23 – Josh Jasper/Jim Kellar 
March 30 – Mary Kelly-Train/ 
Karen Kumbera 
April 6 – Chris Larson/Scott Lawlor 
April 13–Shirley Leliosh/Sean Loberg 
April 20 – Jim Mahoney/Rich Mattas 
April 27 –Pat McCarthy/Marc McCoy 

Fines 
March 16 – Romer Wilsek 
March 23 – Joel Holland 
March 30 – Ed Schmit 
April 6 – Roger Eichmeier 
April 13 – Bob Wehrle 
April 20 – Josh Jasper 
 
Trivia Assignments 
March 26 – Howard Kerr 
March 23 – Rich Mattas 
March 30 – Don Porter 
April 6 – John Cooke 
April 13 – Marc McCoy 
April 20 – Santy Mendez 

FYI 
Galena Rotary Club, P.O. Box 52,      

Galena, IL 61036.   
Meets every Friday at 11:45 a.m. - 

DeSoto House Hotel 
2006-2007 Officers 

President - Duane Grenier 
President Elect - Robert Wehrle 

Past President - Ed Schmit 
Treasurer - Vicky Vondran 
Secretary - Dick Laubhan 

Newsletter   
Editor - Dick Laubhan, 777-1165,  
e-mail: dogman@galenalink.com 
Designer - Julie Bruser, 777-4011,  
e-mail: jbruser@galenalink.com 
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As in Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities, 
“It was the best of times … it was the 
worst of times” at Benjamin’s Restau-
rant, as Galena Rotarians bid farewell 
to Keny Fernandez, our Combarbala, 
Chile Twin Club guest. Keny spent the 
past month with us studying our 
schools’ methods of teaching English. 
    It was the “best of times,” because 
Keny was such a marvelous guest and 
learned so much; “worst of times” be-
cause she was leaving the next morn-
ing, and we were going to miss her.  In 
addition to a special menu, the Benja-
min’s culinary staff prepared a number 
of imaginative, delicious entrees for 
the event. 
    While she was here – in addition to 
her “schoolwork”– Keny lived with 
several of our member families, visited 
as many as six states, went to concerts, 
movies, lectures, “shopped” like she’d 
never had the opportunity to shop be-

fore, and on and on.  She won the 
hearts of everyone she met. 
    Keny is back in Combarbala now – 
we’re nearly surprised she passed 
weight restrictions for baggage, with 
all the computer stuff we added to her 
luggage!  Thanks to John Cooke’s do-
nation of a late model laptop -- plus 
some advanced programs that ran us a 
bit over budget – Keny will be well 
equipped to put what she learned up 
here to work in her home town.  And, 
net profits from our February Valen-
tine Dinner/Play at Eagle Ridge will 
pay for the $500.00 budget overage – 
in spades!   
    Just a reminder – this Twin Club 
relationship with Combarbala, Chile is 
not just a “one-time” deal.  We’re 
looking into other possibilities that 
might benefit them – and us.  Stay 
tuned! 
�

Rotary President Duane Grenier, right, and Rotarians Bob      
Wehrle and Mary Kelly-Train display five new Rotary Club trad-
ing banners we’ve acquired recently – four of them from Free-
port exchange student Abbie Reese, who visited several clubs dur-
ing her Group Study sojourn in Germany.  Mary and husband 
Eric picked up the fifth one when they visited the Volcano Rotary 
Club on the Big Island of Hawaii. (No eruption, thank good-
ness!) Sergeant-at-Arms Don Porter notes that the banners will 
be displayed in our proposed new display case after its completion 
by Rotary carpenter/handyman Jim Kellar. 

This was the special menu printed up by Ben-
jamin’s Restaurant for the Galena Rotary 
Club’s “going away party” for Keny Fernan-
dez, our Combarbala, Chile Twin Club guest 
for a month of studying methods of teaching 
English itself, or as a “second language.” The 
menu displays the American and Chilean flags 
and stated:  “An evening of friendship at Ben-
jamin’s – We wish you the best, Keny.” 


