
Wow! Weõve had a great start heading into 
the new calendar year. The Roundtable, with 
its timely review of Jo Daviess Countyõs òhot 
buttonó agricultural issues, was a great com-
munity event - really one of the best yet!

Our annual Valentineõs Day Variety Show 
was great fun, providing an outstanding 
evening of entertainment and fellowship, 

while raising approxi-
mately $1,000.00 for 
the clubõs scholarship 
program. Many thanks 
to John Cooke and his 
committee, and Don 
Gereau and his com-
mittee, respectively, 
for putting together 
the Roundtable and 
Variety Show events.

But thereõs even 
more to come! The 
May 1 òRotary Roars 
for Youthó Auction is 
just around the corner. 

Tickets are available, as are our ò21 Clubó 
rafÿ e tickets - with such great odds - just 
waiting to be sold. We encourage and need 
all club members to get squarely behind the 
auction and rafÿ e, leaving no stone unturned 
in procuring auction donations and selling 
tons of tickets.

As all of you know, the auction is the main 
fundraiser for our Jo Daviess County youth 
Scholarship Program. Each of us has received 
our auction packets, containing four tickets, 
donation forms, etc. So, weõre all set to go!

Remember, we totaled in the mid $40s last 
year, and one of these times weõre going to 
top $50,000.00! See Pat McCarthy or one of 
the committee members for an extra supply 
of tickets.

Seniors Day in the Country follows the auc-
tion, and Dorte Breckenridge and her commit-
tee are right on top of this event, working on 
an exciting ònew approach.ó Stay tuned!

Our spring Student of the Quarter Program 
is slated for Friday, March 19 at Eagle Ridge 
Inn & Resort. John Holm and his committee 
have lined up deserving sophomore students 
from all of Jo Daviess County high schools 
for this special day. And, Joel Holland and 
his committee are hard at work finalizing 
the interview process for the Jennifer Purdy 
Scholarship Program. It will provide $1500.00 
scholarships for deserving high school seniors 
pursuing a college education.

What a super lineup of club events! For 
those of you whoõve not taken the opportunity 
to take an active role in any of the above or 
other programs, youõre missing the best part 
of Rotary Club service. Thereõs still plenty 
of time this year, and we can surely use your 
help. Check out our various committees, talk 
to committee chairs and members or me - weõll 
get you started pronto!

And donõt forget - AUCTION DONA-
TIONS AND TICKETS, and thereõs still 
time to SELL MORE 21 CLUB RAFFLE 
TICKETS!!

Thanks much for your help!
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Thanks to a fortuitous chain of events, we recently approved 
the membership of our þ rst òman and wife teamó -- Stuart and Erin 
Ure. For about a year the Ures have lived on Bench Street across 
the street from the Galena Fire Station, with Erinõs 11-year-old son, 
Tosh and the coupleõs enormous Great Pyranees pooch, Bacchus.

Why òfortuitousó events? Well, Stuart, who is Canadian by birth 
and plied his graphics designer profession in Windsor, ONT and 
Vancouver, BC, òmetó and òdatedó Erin on the internet. After a 
while he decided to take a closer look and made haste to Chicago, 
where Erin worked as a systems analyst for a ÿ eet leasing þ rm. That 
was in 2001. For understandable reasons, Stuart decided that Chi-
cago and Erin were pretty neat, and in 2002 the pair tied the knot.

Then, whatõdya know -- Erinõs mother, Paula had moved to the 
Galena area about eight years previous and married Scott Eisenhuth, 
now Executive Chef at the Dubuque Golf & Country Club. Erin vis-
ited our environs often, brought Stuart along a few times, and they 
both fell in love with our cosmopolitan blend of bucolic landscapes, 
quaint shops and the þ ne arts. They moved to Galena in 2003.

Whom should they bump into last year at a birthday party for a 
mutual friend? You guessed it - Roland Imes, who immediately bent 

the coupleõs ears about 
the many virtues of Ro-
tary, convinced them they 
should join up, and served 
as their sponsor. Voila! A 
done deal.

Today, Stuart is work-
ing for Rainbow Ridge in 
Stockton, assisting in the 
training of developmen-
tally disabled adults. Heõs 
looking over our commit-
tees, deciding what avenue 
heõd like to pursue within 
Rotary. Erin runs her own 
on-line auction business 
on E-Bay, and believes she 
might be helpful in expand-
ing our scholarship silent auction program.

Please join us in welcoming Stuart and Erin to our growing club! 

Weõll miss Dary Cortes and her weekly 
òactivity reportsó when she returns to her native 
Mexico. But following shortly in her footsteps 

will be Petra Linden, 16, 
a bright and òupbeató 
10th grader who hails 
from Kuusankoski, 
Finland. Sheõll be our 
òin-boundó foreign ex-
change student for the 
2004-05 school year.

Petra is a multi-tal-
ented young lady who 
speaks English, Swedish 
and German in addition 
to her native tongue. At 
school, she concentrates 
on music (piano, cho-

rus), math and the sciences, but loves horseback 
riding (she takes lessons) and movies, among 
other things. Her dad, Heikki, is an automation 
engineer at a big paper factory, and her mom, Pirjo 
owns a beauty parlor named òAnnette.ó

Petra is very enthused about her selection 
as an outbound exchange student, and hopes to 
attend college in the United States some day. In 
her application she wrote: òI want to be part of 
something big, like the United States.ó A very 
òawareó youngster, she loves her country and is 
quite concerned about teenage drug and alcohol 
problems that have invaded even her relatively 
small city of 22,000. Weõll all look forward to 
meeting Petra. 

Thanks to the efforts of Dave Decker, 
thereõll be a Rotary team participating in 
the annual Jo Daviess County òRelay for 
Lifeó fund-raiser for the defeat of cancer, 
set for June 4-5 at the Galena High School 
facility. At the March 5 Board meeting, 
Dave announced that he has seven club 
members signed up so far for the team (15 
per team). The Board passed a resolution to 
commit us to three years, not just this year. 
A $1,000 òjump-startó contribution was also 
approved, and Dave will be requesting ad-
ditional þ nancial assistance in due course 
- fully understanding that itõs a time of 
year when there are major demands on the 
membership for support of 21 Club rafÿ e 
and Scholarship auction needs.

Dave has asked for members to provide 
names of cancer victims for commemora-
tive luminaria, and for attendance at a June 
4 òmarchó in honor of cancer survivors. He 
also encouraged all members to attend the 
event.

The club has regretfully accepted the 
resignation of Jon Allen, who has changed 
jobs and will be traveling enough to interfere 
with regular attendance at our weekly meet-
ings. Thanks, Jon for your Rotary work in 
the past. We hope youõll be able to re-join 
at a later date. 

The Irish Cottage has expressed an inter-
est in hosting some of our weekly luncheons. 
Weõll be doing a òspecial lunchó on April 23, 
and taking into consideration the facilityõs 
proposal for a permanent arrangement. Be 
sure to attend!

John Cooke is looking for input on sug-
gestions for a 2005 òRoundtableó subject. 

òEducation in Jo Daviess Countyó is a strong 
possibility, but if you have any other good 
ideas, give them to John before May 1.

So far thereõs been no particular interest 
expressed in the òtwin clubs,ó idea, i.e., that 
we form an association with a Rotary Club in 
a foreign land. If you have a foreign contact 
and would like to pursue this idea, contact 
Romer Wilsek prior to May 1.

Our attendance level for February was 
78 percent. With the resignations of John 
Allen and Mark Prindle, we were down 
to 83 members. The addition of the Ures 
brings us up to 85. Keep your eyes and ears 
open for potential members, so we can at-
tain Rotary Internationalõs three percent per 
year growth rate. 

4/02: Steve Hickie, Jeff Hill
4/09: Bruce Hoff, Joel Holland
4/16: John Holm, Roland Imes
4/23: Phil Jackman, John Jaeger
4/30: Jim Keller, Mary Kelly
5/07: Gordie Kilgore, Dick Laubhan
5/14: Scott Lawlor, Shirley Leliosh
5/21: Sean Loberg, Pat McCarthy
5/28: Santi Mendez, Daniel Mennenoh

3/19: Student of the Quarter
3/26: òLatin American Outlookó - Bob 

Wehrle
4/2: Classiþ cation Talks: M. J. Thorne 

& Kurt Beatty
4/9: òEagle Ridge Updateó - General 

Manager Mike Welly
4/16: Pending
4/23: Jo Daviess Farm Bureau Anniver-

sary - Kristine Polo
4/30: òThe Passion of The Christó - Rev. 

Fred Baltz
5/7: Returning (from Brazil) Exchange 

Student Noah Lenstra




