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Wasn’t our Annual Scholarship 
Luncheon a wonderful occasion?  
I’ve always considered it to be the 
highlight of our Rotary year.  It 
epitomizes what our club is about, 
and caps another year of service to 
our youth and to our communities. 
    When one considers not only our 
scholarships, but also our other 
youth programs – such as “Student 
of the Quarter” and RYLA – we 
raise and spend more than $40,000 
annually on youth programs in our 
Jo Daviess County communities.  I 
understand that this far surpasses 
the amounts spent on youth activi-

ties by any of the other 47 Rotary 
Clubs in District 6420. 
    This year we gave 23 $1500.00 
scholarships to deserving Jo Davi-
ess County high school graduates.  
By comparison, the Dubuque Ro-
tary Club, with about triple our 
membership, gave out $9,000.00 in 
scholarships.  In fairness, though, 
that club gave strong financial sup-
port to several other community or-
ganizations, particularly in social 
service areas. 
    Our youth programs represent a 
tremendous achievement, and the 
results could not have been accom-

plished with the dedication of the 
vast majority of our club members.       
    Be sure to come to our annual Presi-
dent’s Dinner on Friday evening, June 
27 at the De Soto House, so that we 
can honor some of our club members 
who have contributed to our successful 
year.  I’ll be passing the gavel to Joel 
Holland, your new president for 2008-
2009.  I’m sure that Joel will find the 
experience to be extremely pleasurable 
and rewarding, as I have over the past 
year.  I hope to see you at the dinner! 

����������������� ���
Robert R. Wehrle 
President 
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Officially, it’s Simon Andrew 
Blankenbaker, but our club’s sec-
ond Blankenbaker goes by “Andy.”  
Andy is general manager of his 
family’s popular Main Street res-
taurant, Benjamin’s. 
    Like 80 percent of restaurant em-
ployees, Andy started “at the bot-
tom” as a dishwasher when he was 
10.  During later school years in 
Galena he helped out wherever he 
was needed, then worked as a 
server and “unofficial” manager for 
a time.   
    Following high school Andy was 

graduated from Carthage 
College, where he ma-
jored in business, mar-
keting and economics.  
He played football at 
Carthage for four years.  
He returned to Galena 
and entered the family 
business. 
    Andy’s credo in man-
aging Benjamin’s:  
“Give to the community, 
and the community will 
give back to you.”  Wel-
come aboard, Andy. 
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Andy Blankenbaker, at left, officially became a member of our 
club on May 5..  He’s welcomed here by former president Ed 
Schmit, center, and Dan Ripley, taking over “greetings” duties 
from Membership Chair Marc McCoy, who was having sur-
gery.  Andy, son of Rotarian and restauranteur Larry Blanken-
baker, received his member badge and new member kit.  



FYI 
Galena Rotary Club , P.O. Box 52, Galena, IL 61036 

Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m. at the DeSoto House Hotel  

2007-2008 Officers 
President—Robert Wehrle 

President Elect—Joel Holland �  Past President—Duane Grenier 
Treasurer—Vicky Vondran �  Secretary—Dick Laubhan 

Newsletter 
Editor— Dick Laubhan, 777-1165, dogman@galenalink.com 

Designer—Julie Bruser, 777-4011, jbruser@jcwifi.com 

Upcoming Programs 
 

June 13 – Galena Historical Society, Carter Newton 
June 20 – Outbound Exchange Students 
June 27 – President’s Dinner (no lunch meeting) 
 

Trivia 
 

June 13 – Barbara Sloan 
June 20 – Lois Wienen-Knautz 
June 27 – Brian Schoenrock 
 

Greeter Assignments 
 

June 13 – Don Campbell 
June 20 – Roy Clingman/Jeff Cooke 
June 27 – John Cooke/Bill Cormack 
 

Club members were sad-
dened to learn of the un-
timely death of Dr. Grant 
Westenfelder, a Galena Rotarian since December, 
2001.  Grant and his wife, Sharon, were active partici-
pants in most of our club’s events, and we’ll all re-
member Grant’s funny “get-ups” for our annual auc-
tion.  His “Roaring Twenties” outfit for the 2006 auc-
tion was particularly memorable, and made the front 
page of the Galena Rotary News! 
    Grant had a long and distinguished career in medi-
cine in the Chicago area following his undergraduate 
and graduate training at Northwestern University and 
the University of Michigan.  He specialized in infec-
tious diseases, and was an emeritus fellow in both the 
Infectious Diseases Society of America and the 
American College of Physicians. 
    He and Sharon became permanent Galena Territory 
residents in 1993, and Grant worked for a time for 
Medical Associates in Dubuque.  He retired briefly, 
and most lately served as Chief Medical Officer of the 
new Midwest Medical Center.   
    On Saturday, June 21 at 11 a.m., Grant will be hon-
ored by the dedication of the Healing Garden at Mid-
west Medical Center. 
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Since the last issue of the Galena Rotary News we’ve 
gained three new members.  A picture of new member 
Andy Blankenbaker appears in this issue, but we 
haven’t yet “caught up” with the other two for pic-
tures.  That’ll be taken care of in a later issue.  The 
new members: 
· Mark Hope,  who is president of The Pegasus 

Group, an executive search firm.  Mark lives in 
Galena with his wife, Jolie.  He was a member of 
the San Juan County, NM Rotary Club in 2004-05.  
Bob Wehrle is his sponsor.  

· David C. (Dave) Winter, the newly appointed mar-
ket president of U.S. Bank in Galena.  Dave lives 
in Scales Mound with his wife, Tammy.  He’s 
most interested in our club’s youth activities, like 
“Student of the Quarter.”  His sponsor is B’Ann 
Dittmar. 
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It is with considerable regret that I’ll be leaving the 
Galena Rotary Club as of July 1.  Because I’m a 
writer by nature, I’ve enjoyed my five years as Editor 
of the Galena Rotary News, and even writing up the 
minutes of our monthly board meetings for the past 
three years.  Really!  No kidding!  I’ll miss both ac-
tivities, but am glad to have been able to put my par-
ticular talents to a useful purpose for the club. 
    Luckily, numerous of my Rotary friends are in-
volved in other pursuits in which my wife, Liz and I 
participate – like the Guardians/Conservation Founda-
tion, birding, the Galena Artists’ Guild and others.  
So, it’s not a total “goodbye.”  Who knows, maybe 
we’ll be back someday.  Our very best wishes to the 
club in its many worthwhile community endeavors. 

����������������� ���
Dick Laubhan, Editor 


