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It’s hard to believe 
that 2008 is half over 

and we have started a new year of 
planning and carrying out our regu-
lar Galena Rotary programs and 
projects -- and most likely some 
new ones, too.  But first I wish to 
express my thanks to Past President 
Bob Wehrle and the retiring direc-
tors and officers for their hard work 
and commitment over the past year. 
   The President’s Dinner was a 
huge success, and the highlight of 
the evening was the presentation of 
the club’s “Rotarian of the Year” 
Award – this year with duplicate 
plaques to Jim Kellar and Dick 
Laubhan.  Congratulations, Jim and 
Dick!!  In making the presentations 
Bob Wehrle noted Dick’s five years 
of editing the award-winning 
(2003-04) Galena Rotary News and 
his three years of dedicated board 
service as club secretary.  Unfortu-
nately, Dick left the club as of July 
1, and we are searching for some-
one to replace him as editor.  If you 
have the time and talent, please 
consider offering your services.  
Meanwhile, Dick has volunteered to 
carry on until someone new “steps 
up.”  Rich Austin is replacing him 
on the board as secretary. 
   For “jack-of-all-trades” Jim Kel-
lar, Bob noted not only his “never-
fail” room preparation for our 
weekly meetings, but a number of 

other contributions like “pinch-
hitting” for former treasurer Vicky 
Vondran in collecting fines and 
banking them; his unique carpentry 
skills, used to rebuild our old, de-
crepit speaker’s podium, in helping 
out Habitat for Humanity, as well as 
Safe Haven Animal Shelter in its 
remodeling of a building that now-
deceased member Shirley Leliosh 
sold to the group.  Jim also lends 
his “muscle” to Rotary projects like 
digging post-holes for signage.  In 
addition, he has stepped up to take 
Vicky Vondran’s place as club 
treasurer, following Vicky’s recent 
retirement from the position.  
   Also receiving a special “Thank 
You” plaque was Dan Kelley, man-
ager of the De Soto House, in rec-
ognition of his many years of coop-
eration and service in handling our 
club’s weekly meetings and special 
events.  Dick Laubhan and Vicky 
Vondran were awarded plaques in 
appreciation of board service in 
their respective positions. 
   I wish to congratulate to Duane 
Grenier for his efforts in support of 
the Rotary International Foundation 
this past year.  We fell a little short 
of our goal, but still contributed a 
very respectable $7,013.05.  The 
goal we have set for 2008-09 is 
$8,600.00. For all of you newer 
members, we’ll be providing infor-
mation about the Rotary Founda-

tion’s important work worldwide 
throughout the year, as well as Paul 
Harris membership.  Please con-
sider the Foundation when you are 
planning your charitable donations 
for the year.  Meanwhile, during the 
next few weeks you may be con-
tacted by a board member to help 
fill committee positions.  If you 
haven’t volunteered for a commit-
tee as yet, make our board mem-
bers’ jobs easier … and volunteer! 
   I’m looking forward to another 
great year in Galena Rotary history, 
and I wish to thank all our members 
for the support and encouragement I 
have received thus far, which I’m 
confident will continue.  Rotary In-
ternational President D.K. Lee has 
set Rotary’s motto for the coming 
year as, “Make Dreams Real.”  Our 
club has done an outstanding job of 
assisting thousands of young people 
to attain their dreams through our 
Scholarship Program, Student of 
the Quarter Program and Dictionary 
Program to name just a few.  On the 
local level we need to expand and 
improve these and other programs.  
    In closing, I’ll try to live by my 
motto, “Keep Things Brief!” 
 
Best Regards, 

����������������� ���
Joel Holland, President 



Approximately 100 Galena Rotarians, 

spouses and guests enjoyed a gala evening 

of camaraderie and a delightful steak & fish 

dinner Friday evening, June 27 at the De 

Soto House Hotel as Bob Wehrle ended his 

term of office as president. Bob passed the 

president’s gavel to Incoming President 

Joel Holland, and reminisced about some of 

the club’s many accomplishments over the 

past year – particularly in our youth pro-

grams – and he passed out a number of 

award plaques for distinguished service to 

the club.  These included awards to Co-

“Rotarians of the Year” Jim Kellar and 

Dick Laubhan; De Soto House Manager 

Dan Kelley, and “job-well-done” plaques to 

former Treasurer Vicky Vondran and for-

mer secretary Dick Laubhan, who has left 

the club.  

(Ed. Note:  For further details on 

awards, etc., please read President Hol-

land’s column.) 

   Highlighting the formal ceremonies was 

the presentation of the club’s “Rotarian of 

the Year” Award – this year with duplicate 

plaques to co-winners Jim Kellar and Dick 

Laubhan.  Bob Wehrle recalled Dick’s five 

years as editor of the club’s award-winning 

monthly newsletter (2003-04), the Galena 

Rotary News, as well as his three years of 

board service as club secretary.  Unfortu-

nately, Dick left the club as of July 1, but 

has volunteered to continue with the news-

letter until a new editor can be selected.  

Rich Austin will be replacing him as secre-

tary. 

   In presenting Jim Kellar with his award, 

Bob marveled at Jim’s unique carpentry 

skills, used not only for Rotary projects but 

for other Jo Daviess community organiza-

tions like Habitat for Humanity and the 

Safe Haven Animal Shelter.  Jim has also 

been a board member of Elizabeth’s Apple 

River Fort program, a project in which the 

Galena Rotary Club has been deeply in-

volved.  “All the things that Jim has done 

for Rotary and our communities are virtu-

ally legend,” Bob stated.  He then presented 
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a special “Thank You” plaque to Dan 

Kelley, manager of the De Soto 

House, in appreciation for his many 

years of cooperation and service to 

the club in handling its weekly meet-

ings and special events.   

   On a lighter note, Bob pulled out of 

his “bag of tricks” two baseball-type 

caps – one for Don Campbell for his 

stellar work in spearheading our Ro-

tary Youth Leadership Awards 

(RYLA) program – which boasted 16 par-

ticipants this year; and, one for Don Porter, 

our esteemed Sergeant-at-Arms, whose 

“announcements” and “happy dollars” are a 

constant source of enjoyment at our lunch-

eons. 

   In closing, Bob credited the membership 

and committee chairpersons for progress 

made during his term of office.  “Really,” 

Bob said, “this organization almost runs it-

self because of the high energy of the mem-

bership.”  Accepting the president’s gavel 

from Bob, Joel Holland vowed faithful at-

tendance at weekly meetings, and promised 

short, “on-time” programs. 

Past President Bob Wehrle, left, passes the 
president’s gavel to Joel Holland, who took the 
helm for the 2008-09 fiscal year at the De Soto 
House President’s Dinner, Friday, June 27.   

Jim Kellar, left and Dick Laubhan – both totally 
surprised and delighted – were honored as 2008 
Co-“Rotarians of the Year” at this year’s Presi-
dent’s Dinner.  Here, they proudly display their 
handsome, walnut-backed award plaques. 



FYI 
Galena Rotary Club , P.O. Box 52, Galena, IL 61036 

Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m. at the DeSoto House Hotel  

2007-2008 Officers 
President—Joel Holland 

President Elect—Barbara Sloan �  Past President—Bob Wehrle 
Treasurer—Jim Kellar �  Secretary– Rich Austin 

Newsletter 
Editor— Dick Laubhan, 777-1165, dogman@galenalink.com 

Designer—Julie Bruser, 777-4011, jbruser@jcwifi.com 

David C. Winter, one our newest members, is a man 
with a “lot on his plate.”  Besides being the new mar-
ket president of U.S. Bank’s Galena branch, Dave op-
erates a 300-acre farm, tends to a herd of 50 beef cat-
tle; and, together his wife, Tammy, is a constant 
source of energy to the couple’s children, 4-year-old 
Thomas and 7-year old Olivia. 
   Born and raised in Scales Mound, Dave spent the 
past 10 years in commercial banking with Centrue 
Bank in Elizabeth.  He made the switch to U.S. Bank 
eight months ago.  B’Ann Dittmar, who has moved to 
U.S. Bank’s Dubuque facility, is Dave’s sponsor. 
   Dave received an Associate Degree in Applied Sci-
ence from Highland Community College, Freeport, 
and earned his Bachelor of Science Degree from West-
ern Illinois University, McComb.  Following his un-
dergraduate work, he was graduated from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin’s Graduate School of Banking.  He 
is a member of a number of Jo Daviess County profes-

sional and community organizations.   Please join in 
welcoming Dave to the club.  He’d like to serve in our 
youth education programs. 
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David Winter, left, came aboard as the club’s 82nd 
member at a recent luncheon meeting. Here, he’s 
being given his membership badge by then-
President Bob Wehrle. 

 Upcoming Programs 
July 18 – Classification Talks 
July 25 – “Anarctica,” Photographer Barbara Baird 
August 1 – Open/Pending 
August 8 – Open 
August 15 -- Open  
 

Greeters 
July 18 –Randy Downing/Nancy Du Plessis 
July 25 – David Eaton/Larry Eggers 
August 1 – Roger Eichmeier/Dale Freres 
August 8 – Lynn Gaber/Don Gereau 
August 15 – Dale Greimann/Duane Grenier 
August 29 – Phil Jackman/Jeff Hill 
 

Trivia 
July 18 – Duane Grenier 
July 25 –Karen Kumbera 
August 1 – Randy Downing 
August 8 – Phil Jackman 
August 15 – Bill Norton 
August 29 – Don Porter 
 

Fines 
July 18 – Bob Wehrle 
July 25 --  Lois Wienen-Knautz 
August 1 – 29 -- Pending 
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