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Under Duane Grenier’s capable leader-
ship we recently completed one of our 
most successful Galena Rotary years 
ever.  We set new records for auction 
proceeds and Paul Harris contributions.  
But now it’s a new Rotary year, and no 
time to rest on our laurels.  What we 
need to concentrate on now is to build 
on our successes. 
   Our club has grown from our initial 
24 charter members in 1984, to around 
50 in the early 1990’s, to over 80 to-
day.  Our accomplishments over the 
years for our Jo Daviess County com-
munities, our youth – and the interna-
tional community, as well – are too nu-
merous to list.  But most of our current 
programs were initiated years ago, 
when we were a much smaller club.  
Today we have much more “man- and 
woman-power” – new members who 
have joined our club to share their tal-
ents in keeping with Rotary’s “Service 

Above Self” motto; and, to help us 
seek out new projects and programs to 
ever expand our avenues of service.   
 
New Projects Needed 
We have contacted some of the mu-
nicipalities and non-profit groups in 
our area for suggestions about how we 
may be able to assist them.  We do not 
want to be known as a club that simply 
donates money to the same worthy 
causes and projects.  Instead, we would 
like to get involved in new projects 
that utilize our varied and talents and 
provide ways for our new members – 
and older ones as well – to serve and 
share.  
   One member recently told me that 
shortly after joining the club he got in-
volved in the building of the Apple 
River Fort.  He said that the dedication 
and fellowship he saw – along with 
some physical labor – convinced him 

that Galena Rotary 
was the right or-
ganization for 
him. 
   Many of our members contribute in-
dividually to organizations such as the 
Habitat for Humanity and various envi-
ronmental groups.  We would like a 
new project through which we can con-
tribute as a club.  We’ve received a 
few suggestions for new projects, and 
we’ll be discussing some of these.  
Meanwhile, what ideas do you have?  
Where and how can we broaden our 
service to our county’s communities.  
What would be a good new project or 
program for us to undertake?  We’re 
“all ears!” 
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                          Robert R. Wehrle 
                          President 
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More than 100 Galena Rotarians and 
their guests joined club officers and 
directors at the 2007 President’s Din-
ner, Friday, July 6 at the De Soto 
House. 
   “What a year!  What a club!,” ex-
claimed past-president Duane Grenier 
in his farewell remarks.  “Thanks to 
every Rotarian for making it all hap-
pen!” 
   Duane presented a “laundry list” of 
the club’s outstanding successes during 
his 2006-2007 term: 
 

· “Lights, Camera … Auction” 
event nets a record $44,300 

· 25 Jennifer Purdy $1500 schol-
arships awarded – another  
new record 

· A record $10,000-plus donated 
by 48 Rotarians to Rotary In-
ternational Foundation; we 
greet seven new Paul Harris 
fellows, 12 new sustaining 
members 

· “All Aboard!”Annual Round-
table helps unite county tour-
ism leaders 

· “Love Letters” Valentine 
Event nets $2300 for club’s 
general fund 

· We bring Combarbala, Chile 
teacher here for six weeks to 
study English and “second lan-
guage” study methods, part of 
our Twin Club project 

· We fund three outbound for-
eign exchange students for 
study in Mexico, Brazil, Ger-
many 
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(Continued on next page…) 



· Our Polish ex-
change student is 
a hit with all, is 
graduated from 
Galena High 
School with his 
class – recognized 
in Poland! 

· Another success-
ful “Day in the 
Country,” enter-
taining more than 
100 senior citizens 

 

Awards Are Presented 
Following his address Duane presented 
a series of awards to deserving Rotari-
ans for their dedicated service and 
leadership efforts: 
   Former Rotarian and past-president 
Romer Wilsek received a handsome, 
engraved swivel desk clock in recogni-
tion for his past service and leadership.  
Rotarian Ken Parrott was presented 
with his Charter Member pin. 
   Five other Rotarians received walnut-
mounted, engraved certificates of ap-
preciation for their exemplary service 
in various club activities.  They were:  
John Cooke, Dorte Breckenridge, 
Dale Freres, Dwight Bischel and 
Tom Morris. 
   Don Porter received Special Recog-
nition for his tireless efforts in promot-
ing the club’s plans for a proposed per-
manent display case. 
   Duane then presented the club’s three 
major annual awards, as follows: 
   Ed Schmit received the Annual Ser-
vice Award, for his stellar performance 
in leading the club to its best-ever year 
in Rotary International Foundation/
Paul Harris Fellowship programs. 

   Bob Wehrle received the Annual Ex-
cellence Award for his outstanding and 
imaginative work in connection with 
“Part II” of our Combarbala, Chile 
Twin Club project, involving Combar-
bala teacher Keny Fernandez’s study 
visit to Galena. 
   Carter Newton received the Annual 
Rotarian of the Year Award in recogni-
tion of his  tireless efforts in support of 
our exchange student program, and his 
often deep involvement in virtually 
every club project and program over 
the past year. 
   Bob Wehrle, commenting on his 
plans for the coming year, reminded 
members that Rotary International’s 
official slogan this year is, “Rotary 
Shares.”  Quoting R-I president Wilfrid 
J. Wilkenson, Bob noted:  “The magic 
of Rotary is that it allows ordinary peo-
ple [such as we] to do extraordinary 
things.  It allows us to open our hearts 
to people we might never meet and to 
share the love we have.  We share our 
love through club service, vocational 
service, community service, interna-
tional service, and by focusing on 
youth.”  

H ere’s some useful information 
from the District 6420 News-
letter:  to visit, type in www.
rotary6420.org; or, www.

rotary6420.net.  From the various screens 
choose Calendar, which will show you 
what’s going on in the district.  Pick the 
Downloads link.  You can also check out 
your own club’s Web page by selecting 
“Rotary Clubs.” 
 

D istrict 6420 will be co-
sponsoring a Group Study Ex-
change Team with District 
1100 of England/Wales this 

coming winter.  Team members must be 
between 25 and 40 years of age, non-
Rotarians, and “committed to their occupa-
tions.”  The team will leave for England on 
Thursday, Feb. 7 and return on Thursday, 
March 6.  If you know of a possible team 
member contact Rev. Bob North immedi-
ately.  Team member applications are due 
Aug. 11, with interviews on Aug. 25.  
Team leaders may be active Rotarians, and 
Carter  Newton has applied, representing 
our club.  Interviews of potential team 
leaders will be held Aug. 18.  Complete 
details are available at www.rotary.org.  
 

T he board at its July 13 meeting 
approved an application for a 
District 6420 Simplified Grant 
of $1300.00, to pay for educa-

tional signage along the Galena River trail 
to the Mississippi.  The signs, similar those 
on the river walk in Galena, will describe 
the former gas works; old lock and dam; 
one-time Galena railroad station, and his-
torically significant areas of switch grass 
and wetlands.  If our club does not receive 
the full amount, we’ll approach the Chari-
table Foundation Trust Fund. 
 

FYI 
Galena Rotary Club , P.O. Box 52, 

Galena, IL 61036 
Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m. at the 

DeSoto House Hotel in Galena 
2007-2008 Officers 

President—Robert Wehrle 
President Elect—Joel Holland 
Past President—Duane Grenier 

Treasurer—Vicky Vondran 
Secretary—Dick Laubhan 

Newsletter 
Editor— Dick Laubhan, 777-1165 
E-mail: dogman@galenalink.com 
Designer—Julie Bruser, 777-4011 
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Upcoming Programs 
July 20 – Exchange Student Cody Michael 
July 27 – Roy Buol, Mayor of Dubuque 
Aug. 3 – Exchange Student Jane Newton 
Aug. 10 – Exchange Student  
Brittany Basten 
Aug. 17 -- Classification talk, Joel Holland 
plus committee/sub-committee get-
togethers 
 

Fine Masters 
July 20 – Dave Mikelson 
July 27 – Dick Harmet 
August 3 – Chuck Henle 
August 10 – Dottie Morizzo 
August 17 – Ed Schmit 

Greeter Assignments 
July 20 – Jerry Bolles, Victor  
Sprengelmeyer 
July 27 – Joe Terry, Vince Toepfer 
August 3 – Randy Vincent 
August 10 – Vicky Vondran, Doug Weeder 
August 17 – Bob Wehrle, Grant 
Westenfelder�
 
Trivia 
July 20 – Don Campbell 
July 27 – Joel Holland 
August 3 – Phil Jackman 
August 10 – Carter Newton 
August 17 – Jerry Bolles 

Past-President Duane Grenier, far right, presented the 
Galena Rotary Club’s three major annual awards at 
the President’s Dinner.  At left, Ed Schmit received the 
Service Award; Bob Wehrle, the Excellence Award and 
Carter Newton, the Rotarian of the Year Award. 


