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Happy New Year!  Did you 
know that January is Rotary 
Awareness Month?  How aware 
are you of the extent and import 
of Rotary International’s ac-
complishments? 
   Do you know that Rotary has 
committed $633 million to 
global polio eradication?  Do 
you know that more than two 
billion children have received 
Rotary-sponsored oral polio 
vaccine?  Do you know that, 
thanks to Rotary, 134 countries 
in the world are now certified 
polio-free?  Talk about an ac-
complishment! 
   Do you know that Rotary has 
awarded $365 million in health, 
hunger and humanity grants and 
matching grants to projects in 
171 countries around the world?  
Most of the money for our 
Combarbala public restrooms 
project came from matching 
grants.  (Hey, the restrooms are 
now open, at least sporadi-
cally!) 

   Do you know that Rotary’s 
new District Simplified Grants 
Program has awarded more than 
$21 million since its inception 
in 2003?  We have received 
money for Apple River Fort 
youth interpretation programs 
and our Galena River Trail 
signage from this program. 
   Do you know that since 1947 
Rotary has sent 38,000 Ambas-
sadorial Scholars to study in 
other countries, at a cost of 
$490 million? 
   Do you know that 60,000 in-
dividuals have participated in 
Group Study Exchanges at a 
cost of $96 million?  Carter 
Newton is leading a GSE group 
to England and Wales next 
month, and a group from there 
will be visiting our club later 
this year. 
   Contributions to Rotary’s An-
nual Programs Fund are used to 
support these and other pro-
grams.  Last year for the first 
time, the contributions topped 

$100 million!  Average U.S. 
contributions per Rotarian 
topped $100, but the U.S. is still 
ranked only fifth in per capita 
giving, behind Korea, Taiwan, 
Canada and Japan.   
   These Rotary International ac-
complishments do not include 
all of our local programs, such 
as our Jennifer Purdy scholar-
ships, our Paul Kindig Student-
of-the-Quarter awards, Rotary 
Club/Galena Gazette  Roundta-
ble and all of our other school 
and community projects. 
   Okay, now that you are aware 
of Rotary’s accomplishments, 
spread the word!  Let your 
friends and neighbors know 
what Rotary has and continues 
to accomplish.  People need to 
know!    
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                     Robert R. Wehrle 
                     President 
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R ev. Bob North announced at our 

Jan. l8 luncheon that we’ve com-
pleted our funding for the new 
signage we’re providing for the 

Galena River bike and hiking trail.  We’d pre-
viously received $300 of the $1000.00 needed 
from District 6420 as a simplified grant.  The 
Galena Foundation recently came up with the 
$700 more needed.  Many thanks to the Foun-
dation! 
 

M ore good news – Jeff Hill, who 
resigned from the club last 
summer because of the press 
of business surrounding the 

opening of our new Midwest Medical Center, 
has rejoined the club.  “What I should have 
done was take a leave of absence,” Jeff said.  
Welcome back, Jeff!  With you and Tom 
Grant, our membership now numbers 85.  

Alan Wenzel, right, Highland Community 
College, who has moderated our Annual Ro-
tary Club/Galena Gazette Roundtable for the 
past eight years, receives a check for $1,000 
from our Auction Committee – directed to 
Highland – for Alan’s  outstanding service to 
the club and to the county.  That’s Committee 
Chair Pat McCarthy doing the honors.  Some 
of the money was used to pay for a number of 
incoming members of Alan’s Jo Daviess 
County Leadership Forum class to attend the 
annual Rotary Roundtable. 

I f you haven’t already purchased tickets 
for our Club’s annual Valentines’ Day 
fundraiser event on February 9th at Eagle 
Ridge Resort & Spa, be sure to do so!  

The event begins at 6 p.m. with cocktails and 
dancing to the music of Dave Richter & 
Friends.  Dinner will be served at 7 p.m. and 
entrees will include Chicken Forstiere 
(chicken breast stuffed with mushrooms & 
wrapped in phyllo) and Lake Walleye (sautéed 
and served with an asparagus and tomato 
chive cream sauce), along with tasty ER ac-
companiments.  Interna-
tionally known singer 
Maria Manna will entertain 
following dinner, featuring 
musical numbers from 
swing and ballads to jazz.  
Tickets are $50 and can be 
purchased from Lynn 
Gaber (815/777-8480). 

James (Jim) Mahoney became our club’s 
37th Paul Harris Fellow this year.  Here, 
he’s shown with Duane Grenier, receiving 
his Paul Harris certificate and medallion.  
Jim came aboard in January 2006.  Two 
other members are awaiting the arrival of 
their Paul Harris mementos – Don Porter 
and Howard Kerr. 



Tom Grant, sponsored by Ed Schmit, became 
our 84th member when he was officially in-
troduced at our Jan. 4 meeting.  Tom and his 
wife, Mary, live in Galena near the Galena 
Golf Club, and came to the area permanently 
in 2005.  The couple formerly lived in 
Northbrook, IL, where Tom worked for 40 
years as a chemist for Underwriters Labora-
tories, Inc.. 
   Tom received a bachelor’s degree in chem-

istry from North Park College, Chicago.  He 
is an accomplished barbershop quartet singer, 
and is looking for a “local connection,” but 
hasn’t found one as yet.   
   Tom and Mary enjoy their life in the Ga-
lena environs, and if you’re clever you’ll 
somehow inveigle an invitation to one of 
Mary’s gourmet luncheons – “to die for!” ac-
cording to newsletter editor Dick Laubhan’s 
wife, Liz. 

Thomas (Tom) Grant, center, was officially 
introduced to members at the club’s Jan. 4 
luncheon meeting at the DeSoto House 
Hotel.  At left is Tom’s sponsor, Ed Schmit, 
and at right, membership chair Marc 
McCoy. 

���
!����
"����
�#����
��
$��#��
%&  

 

������

'�����

(�������


�� 
���

)������


The Rotary Club of Galena at its Friday, Jan. 18 meeting honored seven Jo Daviess County high school sopho-
more as Paul Kindig “Students of the Quarter” as part of the club’s quarterly program.  Honorees included 
(from left):  Jodi Brokus, East Dubuque; Lindsay Pearce, Stockton; Andrew Sperry, Warren; Chelsea Toot, River 
Ridge; Justin Hughes, Galena; Jennifer Bowden, Tri-State Christian School, and Andrew Trebian, Scales 
Mound.  The students, nominated by school officials for improved overall performance at school, each received a 
certificate of accomplishment, a $100 U.S. savings bond and dinner for themselves and their parents, courtesy of 
the De Soto House Hotel.  (P. Carter Newton photo) 



FYI 
Galena Rotary Club , P.O. Box 52, 

Galena, IL 61036 
Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m. at the 

DeSoto House Hotel in Galena 
 

2007-2008 Officers 
President—Robert Wehrle 

President Elect—Joel Holland 
Past President—Duane Grenier 

Treasurer—Vicky Vondran 
Secretary—Dick Laubhan 

 
Newsletter 

Editor— Dick Laubhan, 777-1165 
E-mail: dogman@galenalink.com 
Designer—Julie Bruser, 777-4011 
E-mail: jbruser@galenalink.com 

Upcoming Programs 
Jan. 25—Classification talks:  
Rich & Bud Austin 
Feb. 1—Galena Mayor Tom  Brusch on 
community projects 
Feb. 8—Art Ricker, Iraq situation 
Feb. 165—Open 
Feb. 22—Jo Carroll Energy Update 
Feb. 29—Representative Jim Sacia,  
Illinois Update 
 

Greeter Assignments 
Jan. 25 – Dan Mennenoh/Nick Miesing 
Feb. 1 – Dave Mikelson/Dan Mitchell 
Feb. 8 – Dottie Morizzo/Tom Morris 
Feb. 15 – Carter Newton/Bob North 
Feb. 22 – Bill Norton/John Osmanski 
Feb. 29 Ken Parrott;Rudy Pascoe 
March 7 – Don Porter/Bob Price 
March 14 – Dan Ripley/Ed Schmit 
March 21 –Brian Schoenrock/Skip 
Schwerdtfeger 
March 28 – Syd Sincock/Barb Sloan 
�

Fine Masters 
Jan. 25 – Dottie Morizzo 
Feb. 1 – Duane Grenier 
Feb. 8 – Phil Jackman 
Feb. 15 – Lynn Gaber 
Feb. 22 – Andy Willis 
Feb. 29 – Larry Blankenbaker 
Mar. 7 – Lois Wienen-Knautz 
Mar. 14 – Ed Schmit 
Mar. 21 – Dave Mikelson 
Mar. 28 – Karen Kumbera 
 

Trivia 
Jan. 25 – Julie Bruser 
Feb. 1 – Howard Kerr 
Feb. 8 – Karen Kumbera 
Feb. 15 – Rich Austin 
Feb. 22 – Bill Norton 
Feb. 29 – Dottie Morizzo 
Mar. 7 – Dwight Bischel 
Mar. 14 -- Joel Holland 
Mar. 21 – Randy Downing 
Mar. 28 – Phil Jackman 
April 4 – Jerry Bolles 
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Panelists and an audience of about 
130 – including 11 county board 
members – seemed to agree that Jo 
Daviess County’s current 17-district 
set-up would be more manageable and 
efficient if reduced to a smaller num-
ber of districts – maybe five or seven, 
with several members each instead of 
the present one member per district.   
   At the conclusion of the half-day 
conference, panelists and board mem-
bers in attendance looked favorably on 
formation of committees composed of 
county residents to “envision” possi-
ble changes to the county government 
structure prior to the next reapportion-
ment date of Oct. 1, 2011. 
   Rotarian John Cooke, chair of the 
club’s 22nd consecutive Roundtable – 
“It’s Your County Government – 
Should We Build a Better One?” – re-

ported at the Friday, Jan. 11 board 
meeting:  “While I’d hoped for a big-
ger crowd – [the record is over 200 – 
Ed.] -- I can’t tell you how many peo-
ple came up to me afterwards to say 
what a worthwhile program it was.  
One of them told me:  ‘Just getting 
130 Jo Daviess county residents to-
gether to seriously discuss the subject 
and consider possible changes is im-
pressive!’ 
   John concluded:  “This program is 
going to have a positive long-range 
effect, and mark my words, it’ll be the 
start of an investigation that will result 
in changes to make our county gov-
ernment better able to serve us.” 
   During the Roundtable, Rotarians 
Helen Kilgore and Skip Schwerdtfe-
ger served on the eight-member panel, 
and made significant contributions. 

Prof. James Banovetz, Northern Illinois 
University, was the Roundtable’s luncheon 
speaker, and gave attendees a rundown on 
forms of county government different than 
that of Jo Daviess County – including the 
controversial Home Rule.  Prof. Banovetz 
noted that county government hasn’t 
changed much since the early 1900s, quip-
ping that “if Abraham Lincoln were alive 
today, he’d recognize it.”  He noted that at 
least 11 Illinois counties are presently in-
vestigating ways to “modernize” their gov-
ernance. 


