
Webster’s defines “catalyst” as 
“an agent that provokes,                           
accelerates or speeds significant 
change or action”  
 
The above definition is a good 
one to remember when thinking 
of what our club and its members 
can do to become catalysts in 
provoking and accelerating sig-
nificant change for the better in 
our communities and every part 
of the world where Rotary Inter-
national is a presence. 
 
One activity I’m talking about, of 
course, is support of the Rotary 
International Foundation by be-
coming a sustaining member of 
the Paul Harris Fellow program, 
and ultimately reaching the 
$1000 in contributions necessary 
become a Paul Harris Fellow.  
By contributing just $25 per 
quarter, you become a sustaining 
member, and in 10 short years 

(time flies!) you’re in!  Or, you 
can speed things up a bit if you 
win the lottery or some other bit 
of good fortune smiles on you.  
Our list of sustaining members 
and Paul Harris Fellows is speed-
ing up, as evidenced by the 
$5200 you members have con-
tributed toward our $8500 annual 
goal, now at the halfway point.  
I, personally, and your board of 
directors congratulate you on 
your generosity. 
 
Another recent catalyst to pro-
voke and accelerate significant 
change and action was our 21st 
annual Rotary/Galena Gazette 
Roundtable, which took up the 
perennial problem of promoting 
tourism to encourage economic 
growth for Jo Daviess County.  
Congratulations to head Round-
table guy John Cooke (with an e) 
and his entire committee for get-
ting the job done right!  I have a 

premonition that this particular 
Roundtable is going to have a 
really positive effect in getting 
our county’s town, villages and 
organizations to collaborate on 
successful promotional efforts. 
 
Finally, the time is NOW to turn 
our attention to the next opportu-
nity to be a catalyst for our com-
munities and citizens.  Our 21st 
annual “Rotary Roars for Youth” 
auction is right around the cor-
ner, April 21 at the Eagle Ridge 
Resort & Spa.  The funds we 
raise through our raffle and auc-
tion “provokes and accelerates” 
close to two dozen Jo Daviess 
County high school seniors to-
ward college and successful ca-
reers.  We need your commit-
ment in selling raffle and auction 
tickets, and lining up auction 
items.  The auction is our pre-
mier fund-raising effort, for a su-
per cause.  Let’s all get behind it!  
Contact Pat McCarthy or any 
committee member and ask, 
“What can I do?”  Remember, 
“If we don’t do it … it won’t get 
done!” 
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      Duane Grenier 
  President 
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From the word “go,” the 
name of the game at this 
year’s Galena Rotary 
Roundtable was 
“cooperation, collabora-
tion, partnerships.”  Nine 
panelists and the featured 
luncheon speaker ham-
mered home the idea that 
businesses concerned with 
tourism growth in Jo Davi-
ess County must pull to-
gether to promote the 
growth of tourism in the 
area. 
   Galena Mayor Tom 
Brusch, with railroad cap 
and train whistle, got the 
ball rolling for the 21st An-
nual Roundtable, “Tourism … 
All Aboard?” sponsored by our 
club and the Galena Gazette.  
The event, which attracted close 
to 170 attendees, was held at Ea-
gle Ridge Resort & Spa on 
Wednesday, Jan. 10. 
   The “question mark” after “All 
Aboard?” was significant, bring-
ing out the fact that tourism in Jo 
Daviess County is a highly con-
troversial topic.  Panelists noted 
that there are many “old timers” 
– largely “silent” but still influ-
ential – who wish tourists would 
simply go away.  This group, and 
other “stumbling blocks” like in-
adequate transportation services 

into the area, lack of funds avail-
able for promotion, and agree-
ment on “what we want to offer” 
to bring in the crowds, presents a 
formidable roadblock for enter-
prises whose lifeblood depends 
on a good volume of weekenders 
and vacationers. 
   Panelists were in agreement 
about the fact that since 9/11, 
“short haul” weekend and vaca-
tion trips have been on the up-
swing – good news for Galena 
and the other towns of Jo Davi-
ess County.  They emphasized 
that tourism “promoters” should 
keep up to speed on what these 
kinds of visitors are looking for 

and adapt to their interests. 
They should take advantage 
not only of Galena’s tried 
and true historic lore, but 
provide new and exciting 
experiences and venues – 
maybe like the proposed Ga-
lena Gateway Park, as sug-
gested by Rotarian John 
Cooke in an impassioned 
plea from the floor? 
   In her luncheon presenta-
tion, Teri Goodman, Direc-
tor of Development for the 
National Rivers Hall of 
Fame, Dubuque, chronicled 
how a modest bequest grew 
into a multi-million dollar 
series of donations and gov-

ernment grants that resulted in 
the new National Mississippi 
River Museum and Aquarium.  
How?   From diverse organiza-
tions “speaking with one voice,” 
she stated.   Panelists picked up 
on Teri’s comments, suggesting 
that, besides Galena, towns like 
Warren, Stockton, Woodbine, 
Elizabeth – plus Dubuque and 
Bellevue in Iowa, Mineral Point 
in Wisconsin, etc., have attrac-
tions that Galena tourists might 
also enjoy.  “Promote all of it, 
with Galena as a ‘headquarters’ 
for day trips!”  That seemed to be 
the consensus. 
 

����������
���������
������

�������������
���
�������
�����


Galena Mayor Tom Brusch, equipped with 
railroad cap and train whistle, got the Galena 
Rotary/Gazette Roundtable on tourism off to a 
“rolling start.” 



H ow’d you like to visit 
Nepal?  Well, your edi-
tor responded recently to 
an e-mail from the Ro-

tary Club of Kathmandu, Nepal, 
wishing fellow Rotarians there a 
Happy New Year.  Narayan Khatri, 
Jt. Secretary of the club, stated:  
“Thank you for your kind response.  
You are most welcome in our coun-
try.  We are about 210 feet above 
sea level, with the world’s highest 
peak – Mt. Everest, 29,438 feet.  
Nepal is a beautiful and peaceful 
country. Here, you can find every 
type of climate, flora and fauna.  
Nepal is blessed by nature with the 
beautiful Himalayas and many wa-
terfalls.  Traditional ancient temples 
are also a central attraction.  The 
country’s people share a variety of 
different languages, cultures, relig-
ions, customs and traditions.  For 
detailed information please visit:  
www.welcomenepal.com.  Please 
keep in touch from time to time in 
our life.  Yours, Narayan Khatri.” 
 
 (Note:  My wife, Liz and I have 
several friends who have visited Ne-
pal, done the Mt. Everest treks and 
such.  They say it is awesome!  -- 
Ed.)  
 
  

O ur visiting English 
teacher from Combar-
bala, Chile, Keny Fer-
nandez, got an enthusi-

astic welcome Saturday evening, 
Jan. 20 at Benjamin’s on Galena’s 
Main Street.  More than 50 Rotari-
ans and other well-wishers – includ-
ing Galena Mayor Tom Brusch – 
gathered to provide a positive “send-
off” for Keny’s month-long sojourn 
with us, during which time she’ll 
study our methods of teaching Eng-
lish as a second language.  Area 
schools, as well as Rockford Col-
lege, will participate. 
   While with us Keny will be stay-
ing with Rotarian families, including 
the Carter Newtons, Wehrles, Jack-
mans, Kelly-Trains and Bob Norths.  
She arrived here at about 4:30 a.m. 
Saturday, after suffering a delayed 
flight.  Carter Newton and Bob We-
hrle consumed lots of coffee and 
wake-up pills to meet her at O’Hare 
International Airport.  And then, her 
luggage got lost!  Oh, well, she’s 
here, and she’s impressed with our 
friendliness and what she’s seen so 
far. 
 
  
  

  

 This was the scene at Benjamin’s 
Restaurant as Rotarians and guests 
extended a welcome to Keny Fer-
nandez, Combarbala, Chile English 
teacher who is here to study our 
ways of teaching English. 

Rotarian Carter Newton, left and 
Bob Wehrle, right, were instrumen-
tal in arranging for Keny Fernan-
dez’s trip to the U.S. and Galena as 
Part II our club’s Twin Club pro-
ject for Rotary International. 
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 The Galena Rotary Club honored seven Jo Daviess County 
high school sophomores as “Paul Kindig Students of the 
Quarter” at the club’s January 19 luncheon meeting at Eagle 
Ridge resort & Spa.  Left to right: Kirsten Kritz, East Du-
buque; Jordan Miller, River Ridge; Samantha Miller, Stock-
ton; Connor Vaughn, Tri-State Christian; Megan Holland, 
Warren and Gina Kardaras, Galena.  Leah Miller, Scales 
Mound, was not available for the photo.  The students each 
received an honorary certificate, a $50 U.S. Savings Bond and 
dinner for themselves and their parents courtesy of the De 
Soto House Hotel.  (Photo by Carter Newton)�Students of the Quarter 



Upcoming Programs 
 

Jan. 26 – Auction Committee Report 
Feb. 2 – “Galena Gateway Park” – 
Jim Baranski 
Feb. 9 – “Sustainable ‘Green’ Build-
ing Design – Joe Bardusk 
Feb. 16 – “ER Medicine” – Mark 
Mackey, M.D., U. of Illinois 
Feb. 23 – “Palestine Perspective” – 
Quentin Ryder 
March 2 – “Fusion Energy” – Rich 
Mattas 
March 9 – Open 
March 16 – Student of the Quarter, 
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa 
 

Greeters 
 

Jan. 26 – B’Ann Dittmar/Randy 
Downing 
Feb. 2 – David Eaton/Larry Eggers 
Feb. 9 – Roger Eichmeier/Dale Freres 
Feb. 16 – Lynn Gaber 
Feb. 23 – Don Gereau/Dick Harmet 
March 2 – Chuck Henle/Roger Higgs 
March 9 – Jeff Hill/Joel Holland 
March 16 – Phil Jackman 
March 23 -- Josh Jasper/Jim Kellar 
March 30 – Mary Kelly-Train/Karen 
Kumbera 
 

Fines 
Jan. 26 – Ken Parrott 

FYI 
Galena Rotary Club, P.O. Box 52,      

Galena, IL 61036.   
Meets every Friday at 11:45 a.m. - 

DeSoto House Hotel 
2006-2007 Officers 

President - Duane Grenier 
President Elect - Robert Wehrle 

Past President - Ed Schmit 
Treasurer - Vicky Vondran 
Secretary - Dick Laubhan 

Newsletter   
Editor - Dick Laubhan, 777-1165,  
e-mail: dogman@galenalink.com 
Designer - Julie Bruser, 777-4011,  
e-mail: jbruser@galenalink.com 
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Richard K. (Dick) Woodruff, an 
active Galena Rotarian since 
February, 1989, died Dec. 30, 
2006 at home.  He had been in 
failing health for some months. 
   Dick lived with his wife of 57 
years, Margaret, on Deer Run 
Farm in rural Elizabeth, where 
he farmed.  The couple moved to 
the area in 1986, following 
Dick’s retirement from his posi-
tion as president and C.E.O. of 
Refractory Products, Inc., Elgin, 
IL, a ceramics insulation materi-
als firm founded by his father.  
A graduate of Williams College, 
Williamstown, MA, Dick was a 
ceramics engineer and inventor.  
He was a World War II veteran, 
having served with the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps from 1942 to 1946. 
   Dick was an avid outdoorsman 
in his younger days, enjoying 
riding, hunting, camping and ca-
noeing.  He occupied leadership 
positions in a number of Fox 
Valley organizations connected 

to hunting and horsemanship. 
   Surviving – besides Margaret -
- are three sons, two daughters 
and seven grandchildren who’ll 
miss Dick greatly.  He’ll also be 
missed by Galena Rotary Club, 
of which he was very supportive 
in many ways. Particularly 
memorable was his sharp mind.  
He was the instigator of many a 
thoughtful query in the Q. & A. 
sessions that followed speaker 
presentations at our Friday 
luncheon meetings. 
 
Dick Woodruff on “Raccoons” 
I was talking “animals” with 
Dick Woodruff once and some-
how the subject of raccoons 
came up.  Dick said that baby 
raccoons make nice pets – kind 
of like cats – but only for about 
one year.  “When they’re a year 
old, they revert to the wild,” 
Dick said, “and you just let them 
go into the woods.”  But he con-
tinued with a very sweet story.   

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   He and “the kids” once had 
taken in a baby raccoon, he re-
lated, and sure enough, when a 
year was up the raccoon took 
off.  But, he said:  “Sometimes 
that raccoon would return for 
‘visits,’ and even sleep with the 
kids.”  Yep, who said that ani-
mals don’t have emotions and 
feelings! Thanks, Dick, for relat-
ing your experience and insight.   
 
 Dick Laubhan, Editor 


