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The New Year is well un-
der way and the Rotary 

Year is flying by!  John Cooke and his 
committee did a stellar job with this year’s 
Roundtable.  Thank you to everyone who 
made this event a success.  Don Gereau 
also deserves credit for spearheading the 
Valentine’s Day fundraiser—thank you! 
   The next major event for our club is the 
annual Rotary Auction.  Pat McCarthy and 
his committee have once again been work-
ing hard to make this event as successful as 
last year’s.  I encourage everyone to pitch 
in and help.  There are many ways you can 
help...solicit items for the auction, sell raf-
fle tickets, volunteer to help the committee, 
make a personal donation to the auction, 
sell tickets to the event, etc. 
   Soon after the auction will be the Sen-
ior’s Day in the Country on Wednesday, 

May 6.  Dorte Breckenridge and her com-
mittee are in need of help setting up on 
Tuesday at 1:30 and on Wednesday at the 
event from 10 to 2 at the Galena Territory 
Owner’s Club. 
   We are also in need of volunteers to join 
the Youth Exchange Committee.  Phil 
Jackman is the chairman of this Committee 
and deserves special recognition for his 
dedication to the program.  He needs our 
help!  If you are interested in being in-
volved, please contact Phil.   
  February is “World Understanding 
Month” in Rotary.  Despite the current 
economic times, I think we are all very for-
tunate to live in the United States and have 
many luxuries that some countries can’t 
even imagine! 
  Bob Wehrle is getting close to reaching 
our Club’s goal for the Rotary Foundation.  

Remember, if you are close to becoming a 
Paul Harris Fellow, you may want to con-
sider completing your contribution prior to 
June 30, when medallions will be discon-
tinued.   
  Past President Carter Newton will be fill-
ing in for me on February 27th!  I hope the 
club extends the same courtesy and respect 
that you have shown to me over the past 7 
½ months!   
  President Elect Barb Sloan will be attend-
ing the two-day President Elect training in 
March.  Barb’s request for discretionary 
funds to purchase new shoes was rejected 
by Treasurer Jim Kellar.  Sorry Barb, but 
thanks for taking on this job for the Club. 
Spring is almost here! 

���� ���������������� ����
   Joel Holland, President 

It will be here before we know it -- 
Saturday, April 18, is our annual Ro-
tary Roars For Youth Auction to be 
held at Eagle Ridge Resort and Spa. 
   This year’s theme “Fiesta, Grande!”  
celebrates the 23rd anniversary of 
the Club’s auction to raise monies for 
its Jennifer Purdy Scholarship pro-
gram, which provides $1500 scholar-
ships for Jo Daviess County graduating 
high school seniors. 
   Starting back in 1987, proceeds from 
the auction allowed the Club to give 
out seven scholarships totaling $4,000.  
Last year’s proceeds made it possible 
to give out 23 scholarships totaling 
$34,500!  To date, the Club has given 

$512,500 in scholarship monies to 439 
high school seniors.  The number of 
scholarships to be awarded is deter-
mined by the success of the auction. 
   All Rotarians should now be solicit-
ing contributions to the auction, which 
may be dropped off at the Galena Ga-
zette office.   
   This year’s “Fiesta, Grande!”  theme 
will give the party an exiting fiesta at-
mosphere. Doors open at 6 p.m. with 
the main auction beginning at 7 p.m. 
and four silent auctions to be held 
throughout the evening 
   Tickets are $50 in advance or $60 at 
the door.  Each Rotarian received four 
tickets to sell.  Payments along with 

ticket numbers should be given to Ed 
Schmidt.  And be sure to sell the raffle 
tickets you were given, with those pay-
ments also going to Ed.  He has addi-
tional tickets if you need them. 

Pat McCarthy turning the auction item 
number at a past auction. 



   “Are YOU Plugged In – Solving the Energy Crisis 
with People Power” served as the topic for this year’s 
23rd annual Rotary Roundtable.  Despite an overnight 
snowfall and frigid temperatures, 130+ people came 
to Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa on January 14th to hear 
experts in related fields, including four Rotarians, dis-
cuss energy use in the U.S. and the world and ways to 
help make sure we have enough in the future. 
   Rich Mattas, formerly a scientist with Argonne Na-
tional Labs, kicked off the Roundtable with a presen-
tation about “The World & Energy.”  Some interest-
ing statistics he shared included the fact that 90% of 
the energy the world uses comes from non-renewable 
sources such as oil, coal, and gas.  If current usage 
trends continue, demand will exceed supply by 2015.  
The U.S. has 4% of the world’s population, yet uses 
25% of the world’s 
energy.  Competing 
with us for that en-
ergy are now India 
and China, countries 
whose economies are 
swiftly growing.  
According to Mattas, 
“The problems of en-
ergy, the economy, 
national security and 
the environment 
have converged.” 
   Michael Hastings, 
CEO of Jo Carroll 
Energy, talked about how much more energy we 
now use because of advanced technology.  For in-
stance, a 42” plasma TV uses two and a half times 
the energy of an old 27” cathode ray tube TV.  He 
said, “Technology means higher energy demand and 
today’s power plants don’t have the capacity needed 
to fulfill that demand.” 
   He touched on alternative energy sources such as 
wind turbines, saying that they are not reliable 
sources, but are certainly something that can help 
supplement traditional sources. “Electric energy 
prices could easily double in the next five to ten 
years,” Hastings said.  “There are no easy answers.  
We’re all going to have to work together if we want 
to make it.” 

   Alan Wenzel of Highland Community College fa-
cilitated a discussion with panelists that included Mi-
chael Hastings; Bill Cormack, formerly with  Com-
monwealth Edison; Bob Wehrle, who served as an 
executive in the oil industry; Mark Pruitt, director of 
the Illinois Power Agency; Jim Davis, owner of Davis 
Lumber Company and mayor of Scales Mound; 
Marvin Schultz, Jo Daviess County Board Chair and 
owner of Schultz Appliance; and Chris Wand, a 
LEEDS certified architect with the Durrant Group, an 
architectural, construction and engineering firm with 
an office in Dubuque. 
  They commented on the energy crisis and how im-
portant it is that all Americans understand that there 
really is a crisis and that they need to do something 
about it.  “Unless it hits people in the pocketbook 

people won’t pay attention,” said Bob  
Wehrle.  Jim Davis agreed, saying, “It took 
$4 a gallon gas for people to drive less.” 
   To Wenzel’s question, “Is it a good idea 
for local governments to get involved,” 
panelists said yes.  Among their com-
ments:  Setting examples by using compact 
fluorescent light bulbs and fuel-efficient 
vehicles is always a good thing.  Public 
transportation can make a big difference, 
though that is often difficult in rural areas.  
Sharing information is another way in 
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Top photo:  Bob Wehrle, retired oil executive,  and Michael 
Hastings, CEO of Jo Carroll Energy, both were on the panel of 
experts.  Bottom photo: Rich Mattas, formerly with Argonne Na-
tional Labs, kicked off the Roundtable with a  Power Point pres-
entation about the “World & Energy.” 



which 
both lo-
cal gov-
ernment 
and the 
utilities 
can help.   
   Key-
note 
speaker 
Russ 

Simpson of Jo Carroll Energy stated that we must fo-
cus on energy usage, change the way we think about 
it and accept responsibility for what we do.  We must 
try to use less energy and use it more efficiently. He 
presented a number of energy saving ideas that in-
cluded replacing old appliances with Energy Star ver-
sions (and don’t keep the old refrigerator in use in the 
garage!), using compact fluorescent light bulbs, un-
plugging TVs and computers when not in use so that 
energy isn’t wasted in “phantom loads,” and turning 
down thermostats. Simpson concluded, “You really 
are the solution.  A change in thinking is required.” 
   After lunch, participants stayed at their tables and 
took Simpson’s words to heart, brainstorming the best 
ideas for solving the energy crisis.  Following lively 
discussions, all ideas were shared with the entire 
group and then panelists answered questions from the 
audience.  All in all, it was an engaging day on an im-
portant topic. 

 

Above: Panel members included, from left, Jim Davis, mayor of 
Scales Mound and owner of Davis Lumber Company; Mark 
Pruitt of the Illinois Power Agency; Bob Wehrle, retired oil ex-
ecutive; and Michael Hastings, CEO of Jo Carroll Energy.   
Below:  Chris Wand (left), of the Durrant Group, and Marv 
Schultz, Jo Daviess County board chair and owner of Schultz 
Appliance;  were also on the Roundtable panel.    
All Roundtable photos by P. Carter Newton, Galena Gazette. 
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Following are just a few of the ideas generated at the 
luncheon table discussions: 
 

Education 
¨ Create online information systems 
¨ Organizations need to lead by example and publi-

cize their efforts 
¨ Provide tools to the public—help them make deci-

sions and finance their efforts 
¨ Recognize and reward success and accomplish-

ments 
 

Conservation 
¨ Turn lights off when not needed, reduce phantom 

power loads 
¨ Replace old technology with new, efficient tech-

nology ~ appliances with Energy Star ratings, pro-
grammable thermostats, compact fluorescent light 
bulbs, etc. 

¨ Build or remodel “green” 
¨ Use sustainable landscaping 
¨ Correct tire pressure, reduce auto speed, mow 

lawn less, use clothesline instead of dryer, wash in 
cold water, etc. 

 
Energy Sources 

¨ Look into local hydro power with the Apple and 
Mississippi Rivers 

¨ Further develop biofuels and wind power 
¨ Combine solar and wind powers together 
¨ Bring back nuclear energy 
¨ For electricity, use a Smart Grid and Smart Meter-

ing 
¨ Continually explore new technology 
 

Incentives 
¨ Pressure government to use tax credits and rebates 

for good energy use 
¨ Do energy audits 
¨ Government bodies need to commit time, energy 

and resources to accomplish positive change 
 

Take Responsibility 
¨ Own the energy problem individually and be per-

sonally accountable 
¨ Do your own research of the issues 
¨ Educate others 
¨ Drink warm beer (???) 



FYI 
Galena Rotary Club   

P.O. Box 52  
Galena, IL 61036 

Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m.  
at the DeSoto House Hotel  

 

2007-2008 Officers 
President—Joel Holland 

President Elect—Barbara Sloan  
Past President—Bob Wehrle 

Treasurer—Jim Kellar  
Secretary– Rich Austin 

Newsletter 
Julie Bruser—777-4011 

jbruser@jcwifi.com 

O ur 22nd annual “Seniors Day 
In The Country”  takes place 
on Wednesday, May 8 at the 
Galena Territory Owners’ 

Club.  The event, open to all senior citi-
zens living in Jo Daviess County, will 
begin at 10:30 a.m.  Volunteers are 
needed to set up, take down, and wait ta-
bles during the lunch.  Please contact 
Dorte Breckenridge if you can help. 
   This year’s theme will be Saddle Up! A 
“Wild West” Day In The Country and 
participants are encouraged to wear their 
favorite country and western wear. Enter-
tainment will include an encore perform-
ance by the Galena High School Jazz 
Ensemble.  Rotary Master of Ceremonies 
Brian Schoenrock will entertain the group 
with a trivia quiz and a name that tune 
contest.  A delicious “Chuck Wagon” 
buffet luncheon and door prize drawings 
are also on the day’s agenda. 
 

A  Rotary Group Study Ex-
change team from Brazil will 
be visiting us April 16-19.  
Volunteers are needed to play 

“host” and take them places while they 
are here.  Let’s show them some real Ga-
lena Rotary hospitality!  Contact Carter 
Newton if you can help out.  Later this 
year the Chicago Rotary Club wishes to 
send their Norwegian Group Study Ex-
change Team to Galena for the weekend.  
Details will follow about host needs. 

V olunteer firefighters in Com-
barbala, Chile, will soon have 
new turnout gear thanks to 
the Rockford Fire Depart-

ment and the Rotary Club of Galena. 
   During Rotary's centennial in 2004-05, 
the Galena club established a Twin 
Club relationship with the Rotary Club of 
Combarbala, a relationship that 
continues to this day. Late last fall, Com-
barbala Rotarians made a plea for 
help to the Galena club on behalf of their 
local volunteer fire department. 
The Combarbala fire department has 20 
members, but doesn't have enough 
useable turnout gear for everyone. And, 
the turnout gear it does have, 

doesn't pro-
tect firefight-
ers as well as 
the gear used 
in the USA. 
   Galena Ro-
tarian Vince 
Toepfer made 

an inquiry to the Rockford Fire Depart-
ment (members of the department pic-
tured above), which donated 20 sets of 
turnout gear.  Now...we just need to fig-
ure out how to get it to Combarbala! 
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Programs 
Feb. 20-Living a Balanced Life,  
Gwen Stone 
Feb. 27-Nikon Instruments, Dale Gereau 
March 6—Potosi Brewery, Gary David 
March 13- “Shining a New Light” - Go 
Green, Randy Miles and John Osmanski 
Mar 20-NW IL Red Cross, Diana Roemer 
March 27—Student of the Quarter 
 

Greeters 
Feb 27 -Don Campbell, Roy Clingman  
Mar 6-John Cooke, Bill Cormack 
Mar 13-Doc Darling, B’Ann Dittmar 
Mar 20-Randy Downing,  
Nancy DuPlessis 
Mar 27-Dave Eaton, Larry Eggers 
April 3-Roger Eichmeier, Don Ellwood  
April 10- Dale Frere, Lynn Gaber  
April 17-Don Gereau, Tom Grant  
April 24-Dale Greimann, Duane Grenier 

Trivia 
 

Feb. 20-Tom Grant 
Feb. 27-Rich Austin 
March 6-Rudy Pascoe 
March 13-Randy Downing 
March 20-Roger Eichmeier 
March 27-Dottie Morizzo 
April 3-Rich Mattas 
April 10-John Cooke 
April 17-Karen Kumbera 
April 24-Lois Wienen Knautz 
 

Finemasters 
 

Feb. 20-Ed Schmit 
Feb. 27-Roger Eichmeier 
 
 
 
 

T he Rotary Club of Ga-
lena honored area high 
school sophomores with 
its Paul Kindig Student 

of the Quarter Award at its Friday, 
Jan. 23 meeting. Pictured at right 
are the honorees, that include (from 
left) Dakota Vaassen, Galena High 
School; Mackenzie Jennings, Tri-
State Christian School; Kasey Doyle, War-
ren High School; Raymond Knockel, River 
Ridge High School; Charles Davis, Stock-
ton High School; Ashley Cartmill, East 
Dubuque High School; and Selina Carl-
borg, Scales Mound High School.  
P. Carter Newton photo 

The male contingent of  the foreign ex-
change group that enjoyed the annual 
Rotary-sponsored ski weekend posed for a 
photo at Brian Schoenrock’s house. 


