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   As the calendar year is winding 
down, it’s hard to believe that the Ro-
tary year is almost half over.  As many 
of you know, the first six months of the 
New Year are very busy in the Rotary 
Club.  Just to mention a few of the ma-
jor activities that you need to place on 
your calendar: 

Rotary Roundtable:  January 14 
Rotary Raffle Tickets 

Valentine’s Fundraiser: February 14 
Rotary Auction:  April 18 

Seniors’ Day in the Country: May 6 
   Thanks to everyone who joined in 
the festivities at our holiday party!  It 
was a good crowd, with 80 in atten-
dance—and we even made a profit of 
$700!  Looks like a weekday was a 
good choice for the party!  We appreci-
ate all the hard work of Deb Bertucci 
and Karen Kumbera, who organized 

the event.  See page 2 for photos! 
   At the party, President-elect Barb 
Sloan announced her slate of officers 
and committee chairs: 
   President-Elect—Larry Eggers 
   Treasurer—Jim Kellar 
   Secretary—Rich Austin 
   Club Services Chair—Deb Bertucci 
   Sergeant at Arms—Don Porter 
   Community Service—Helen Kilgore 
   Vocational Service—Vince Toepfer 
   International Service—Bob North 
   Congratulations to President-Elect 
Larry Eggers.  I understand that Larry 
has already put together a top notch 
transition team as he prepares to as-
sume the presidential responsibilities.  
Larry will have big shoes to fill follow-
ing the lead of this year’s President-
Elect Barb Sloan. 
   Past President Bob Wehrle is in need 

of our help to meet the lofty Rotary 
Foundation goal that we set this year.  
If you are in the position to make a 
year-end charitable contribution, please 
consider the Rotary Foundation.  Re-
member, the club will match your first 
$100 contribution.   
   Welcome to two new club members 
Denton Brown and Sandi Helgerson.  
You can read more about them below. 
   In closing, I want to express my sin-
cere thanks to each of you for helping 
me survive the first six months as 
President.  Thus far, the experience has 
been interesting and enjoyable!  Best 
wishes for a Merry Christmas and a 
healthy, prosperous New Year! 

��������������������� ���
   Joel Holland, President 
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The Galena Rotary Club has inducted 
two new members into the club re-
cently — Sandi Helgerson, sponsored 
by Rich Mattas, and Denton Brown, 
sponsored by Vince Toepfer.  Both 
are excited to be a part of our com-
munity service efforts. 
   Sandi, who hails from Zwingle, IA 
(just south of Dubuque), and grew up 
in Dubuque, is the new executive di-
rector of the Jo Daviess Conservation 
Foundation (JDCF).  She came to the 
foundation with a strong background 
in education and nonprofit manage-
ment, having worked most recently 
with the Girls Scouts.  For nonprofits 
she has led efforts in program devel-
opment, event coordination, fundrais-
ing, and advocacy. 
  As the director of the JDCF, Sandi 
and her staff of three manage several 
properties that are open to the public 
for outdoor recreation and enjoyment 
of nature, including Casper Bluff in 
Galena and Schurmeier Forest in 
Elizabeth.   
   Sandi has long been an outdoor en-

thusiast.  She and her husband Nick 
live on a 120-acre farm that Nick 
farms.  They have a son, Andrew, and 
two horses, Wyatt and Doc. 
  Denton Brown just moved to the Ga-
lena Territory on Oct. 30 from the Ba-
hamas.  He lived there for three years, 
an experience he calls “challenging 
and rewarding,” while serving as vice 
president of finance and administra-
tion for the College of the Bahamas.   
  Previously, Denton and his wife 

Joan lived in Champaign, IL, where 
Denton worked for the University of 
Illinois in a number of different posi-
tions and was also a Rotarian.  Denton 
is a retired lieutenant colonel from the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, for 
which he served 24 years.  He was 
born in Cuba, New York and grew up 
on dairy farms in Pennsylvania. 
  Currently, Denton runs a consulting 

business specializ-
ing in project/
program planning, 
management and 
operations.  He 
and Joan have two 
grown sons, three 
grandchildren, and 
one more on the 
way.  Denton is 

interested in Rotary fundraising and 
youth program activities. 
  Club membership stands at 80 with 
these two new members and, regret-
fully, the loss of two who have re-
signed effective January 1, 2009 — 
Dave Mikelson and Joe Perry. 

New member Sandi Helgerson with 
sponsor Rich Mattas (right) and mem-
bership committee member Dan Ripley.  

Denton Brown 



FYI 
Galena Rotary Club   

P.O. Box 52  
Galena, IL 61036 

Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m.  
at the DeSoto House Hotel  

 

2007-2008 Officers 
President—Joel Holland 

President Elect—Barbara Sloan  
Past President—Bob Wehrle 

Treasurer—Jim Kellar  
Secretary– Rich Austin 

Newsletter 
Julie Bruser—777-4011 

jbruser@jcwifi.com 

Programs 
Jan. 2—Roundtable Committee 
Jan 9—Open 
Jan. 16—Open 
Jan. 23—Student of the Quarter 
Jan. 30—Allison Gillies, Home Health Care, 
Jo Daviess County Health Dept. 
Feb. 6—Laurie Mattas, Galena Community 
Garden 
 

Greeters 
Jan. 2—Vince Toepfer 
Jan. 9—Randy Vincent, Rob Volkommer 
Jan. 16 — Doug Weeder, Bob Wehrle 
Jan. 23 — Lois Wienen-Knautz, Andy Willis 
Jan. 30—Dick Alexander, Rich Austin 
Feb. 6—Fred Baltz, Deb Bertucci 
Feb. 13—Dwight Bischel,  
Larry Blankenbaker 
Feb. 20—Dorte Breckenridge, Julie Bruser 
Feb. 27—Don Campbell, Roy Clingman 
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�  Sign up for the Rotary Roundta-
ble on January 14 which will feature 
one of our most timely topics 
ever — energy!  The format will be 
a bit different than usual, with the 
keynote speaker scheduled before 
lunch and roundtable discussions 
happening immediately after lunch.   
 

�  Plan to treat your favorite valen-
tine to dinner and entertainment at 
our annual fundraiser which this 
year falls right on Valentine’s Day, 
Saturday, February 14.  Watch for  
more details. 
   
�  Dues are due on January 1 for the 
next quarter. ..$150 per quarter or 
$600 for the year (no discount for 
paying a full year).Please drop your 
check in the basket at your lunch  
table or mail to P.O. Box 52, Ga-
lena, IL 61036. 
 

�  Remember—there will be no    
Rotary meeting the day after Christ-
mas, Dec. 26.  We WILL meet on 
January 2. 
 

�  Don’t forget to report your time 
spent at committee meetings, attend-
ing other Rotary Club meetings, and 
other Rotary “make-ups” to Rich 
Austin, raustin@mchsi.com.  
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Our annual Christmas party, as usual, featured good food and great fun!  At 
right, Deb Bertucci surveyed the festive table of “white elephant” gifts.  
Below, current President Joel Holland and President-
elect Barb Sloan took the podium. The most popular 
gift was an unusual Santa hat, worn here by Brian 
Schoenrock, who didn’t wear it for long.  Below 
right, Jim Kellar picked another popular gift, an in-
door Arnold Palmer golf game.  Larry Blankenbaker, 
below left, had to give up the Santa hat for an out-
house night light. 

Above, Joan Harmet and Opal 
Parrott visited.  Right, exchange 
student Joe Laurincik and his 
host “mom” Karissa McAuliff 
with M.C. Phil Jackman 

Trivia 
Jan. 2—Carter Newton 
Jan. 9—Ken Parrott 
Jan 16—Bob Wehrle 
Jan. 23—Ed Schmit 
Jan. 30—Phil Jackman 
Feb. 6—Julie Bruser 
Feb. 13—Deb Bertucci 
Feb. 20—Tom Grant 
Feb. 27—Rich Austin 
 

Finemasters 
Jan. 2—Syd Sincock 
Jan. 9—Ed Schmit 
Jan 16—Dottie Morizzo 
Jan 23—Dan Ripley 
Jan 30—Scott Lawlor 
Feb. 6—Lynn Gaber 
Feb. 13—Ken Parrott 
Feb. 20—Ed Schmit 
Feb. 27—Roger Eichmeier 


