The Holiday Season is upon us, amdember, think about adding to you
many of us have already exchangeacount so you can become a Paull
gifts at our annual Christmas partyHarris Fellow yourself. If you

We enjoyed an excellent dinner athaven't yet started a Paul Harris ac
the De Soto House Hotel, and Philcount, this is the time to do so. Yo
Jackman and Terri once again didcan still get a 2007 federal tax de-
an outstanding job of keeping us duction!

amused as we tried to guess who Rotary’s Paul Harris motto is
would end up with the “froggie slip*Every Rotarian, Every Year.” We
pers,” the wine-equipped picnic  contributed more than $10,000 last
basket and the fifth of V.O. whis- year to the foundation. Let’s see if
key, while we watched Bob Price we can top that mark this year! Pulf
try on his new motorcycle helmet. the Rotary Foundation on top of

As you complete your last-minutgour Christmas gift list, and contact
gift shopping, please keep the Ro-Duane Grenier about making a con|
tary International Foundation in  tribution of at least $100.00 this
mind. Remember all the wonderfwear. It'll help you demonstrate the
things the foundation does throughrue Christmas spirit of helping
the world to help the less fortunatethose in need.
and to promote peace. Remember Happy Holidays!
that your service club — Rotary —
took the lead in virtually eradicating
polio worldwide.

If you are already a Paul Harris
Fellow, consider adding to your ac-
count or starting an account for a
loved one. If you are a sustaining

Robert R. Wehrle
President
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Our club’s annual “Valentine Af-
fair’ will be held at Eagle Ridge
Resort & Spa on Saturday, Feb.
according to Don Gereau, who is
planning the event.

There’ll be dancing — yes, dan
ing! to the music of Dave Richte
& Friends— and cocktails at 6 p.rh.
with dinner being served at 7 p.m.
Entrees will include Chicken
Forstiere (chicken breast stuffed]
with mushrooms & wrapped in
phyllo) and Lake Walleye (sautépd
and served with an asparagus apd
tomato chive cream sauce), alor|g
with tasty ER accompaniments.
Internationally known singer
Maria Manna will entertain fol-
lowing dinner, featuring musical
numbers from swing and ballads
to jazz. “Audiences are enthrallg
by her vocal presence, magnetig
charm and instinctive lyrical
sense,” Don reports.

The “Affair,” to benefit our locf
charities, is open to the public, s
spread the word. We usually raig
around $1400.00. Lynn Gaber
(815/777-8480) is handling ticke
sales, “a bargain at $50.00 per ger-
son,” Don assures. Put this fun,
important “happening” on your
calendar now!
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“This may be the biggest attendance we’ve ever’had!
That’'s what your newsletter editor heard from a Aum
ber of Rotarians who have “been around a while.”
Well over 100 Rotarians and their guests gathered F
day evening, Dec. 14 at the De Soto House Hotel for
an event complete with holiday spirit (and spirits)
excellent dinner and our usual fun-filled “gift ex-
change” — or, “robbery” in some cases, depending on
one’s point of view!
Popular among the imaginative items contributed
this year’s exchange were a huge bottle of Reisling
wine, a fifth of V.O. whiskey, a couple of plastic
pink flamingos, fluffy “froggie” bedroom slippersid
3iv|i3dllrjtgl\\f\;ﬁt(;)rr§‘rllsi?jn3) Egﬁgénﬁggbﬁﬁg Egrﬁg'm Phil and Terri Jackman did their usual skillful job
changed hand a number of times, m.uch to the chagri of riding herd on the gift exchange, settling dis-
of “temporary” owners. Our exchange student, Mara putes and such.
Poli ended up with the froggie slippers — a lastunte

“gift” from Marc McCoy, who had ended up with (_:an you be-
them in “regulation.” lieve this? —
There was a bit of business to conduct, tod) wit B.Ob Price in
Rotary President Bob Wehrle announcing a slate of his ngwly-
officers for the 2008-09 fiscal year. They were: acquired
President-elect, Barbara Sloan; Treasurer, JimaKell motorcyclg
Secretary, Dick Laubhan; Director (one-year term), ngft’ with

Nancy Du Plessis; Directors (two-year terms), Rev.
Bob North and Don Porter. Carryover Directors are
Deb Bertucci and Vince Toepfer. Bob called for a
motion to accept the slate, which was seconded and
passed unanimously.

Left: What in heav-
ens name can this bé
says Randy Down-
ing? Turned out to
be a fake golf club
which one can fill
with a favorite bever
age and take onto th
course -- on the sly.
Right: If you wear a
kilt, you gotta carry a
knife in your stock-
ing! Here, Joe Terry
reaches for his
“shiv” to help him
slice into a package &
he selected.




Left: Our President-
Elect, Barbara Sloan,
made off with a lovely
mosaic vase — but
someone else eventu-
ally took it home — the
Bischels, we think.

Right: Dan Ripley was
the proud owner of
the enormous bottle of
Reisling, and so was
Liz Laubhan — but
only for a
short while.

Above Left: Here’s a “happy
camper,” exchange student Mara
Poli, showing off her plush
“froggie” bedroom slippers.

Directly Above: Rich Austin is
looking furtive, and was hoping
someone would take a hand puppet
“off his hands.”

Left: Mara Poli had possession of
the two pink flamingos — but only

briefly.
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he December District 6420 newsletter remind ce sculptures have a way of
us all that “it's a small world!” It turns out tha “disappearing,” so we

this year’s Moline, IL outbound exchange stu- thought we’'d immortalize
dent is spending the school year in Mara Poli this one in this newsletter.

home town of Mantova, Italy. The Moline lass’'stiname It's the centerpiece sculpted for

is Jordan, and she reports: “ltaly is always peduo be  Grand Opening ceremonies and tours held by theNielw
one of the most beautiful places on earth. Bistmind-  west Medical Center, which opened officially on D&c
blowing to live inside the pictures! Mantova isiestly the On Friday, Nov. 16 more than 100 Rotarians andtgues
most beautiful historic place | have ever seen. slyool is enjoyed a special nouveau wine luncheon -- thami&cott
outstanding. The Italian culture is really someghyou Lawlor and Galena Cellars for the tasty red wiRellow-

have to see to believe. Everyone is so lovingcamihg ing lunch attendees broke up into small groupgtoded
and they always seem have their arms open to everyo tours of the spectacular new hospital, which gtst ¢
No wonder we’ve found Mara to be so nice! compliments not only for its “Prairie School” artdgture

and interior design, but for the excellence ofate-of-the-
nd speaking of Mara, she recently received ¢ art treatment facilities.
number of gifts from the Italian ski team, in tl..

U.S. for an event in Aspen, CO. Scott Lawlor ere are a few new details on ouf2&nnual

in Aspen at the time in a judging role, bumpe Roundtable, co-sponsored by Balena Ga-
into the captain of the team and told him aboutavdhe zette: theme, “It's Your County Government
captain was familiar with Mara’s home town, Mantogad ...Should We Build a Better One?” Alan
gave Scott a few mementos as gifts for Mara. 8beived Wenzel, Highland Community College will again seage
them at our Dec. 7 luncheon. moderator. Our luncheon speaker will be Prof. 3ame

Banovetz, Northern lllinois University. His tatk hinking

Outside of the Box,” will outline a number of coyrgov-
Our exchange stu- ernment structures other than our own, focusingesoin
dent, Mara Poli dis- their advantages and disadvantages. A Roundtablel p
plays several badgeswill take up issues such as: attracting qualifiaddidates
sent to her by the  and more efficient government operations. The Rtabid
Italian ski team from starts at 8:30 a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m. Adnmssi&35,
Aspen, CO, via Scottpre-registered and $40 at the door. Pre-registrdtirms
Lawlor. The ski cap are available avww.galenarotary.org.
“chapeau” topped

off the gift items. reasurer Vicky Vondran reminds us that the
Mara plans to e-mail board of directors again approved the five per-
this picture to the ski cent discount for members paying their entire
team captain in Italy. year’s dues by Jan. 31. That means you can

write a check for $570 instead of paying $600 wjtar-
terly payments. Take advantage of this program.

FYI

Upcoming Programs Fine Masters
Dec. 21 — Christmas Message, Dec. 28 — Jerry Bolles Galena Rotary Club , P.O. Box 52,
Rev. Fred Baltz Jan. 4 — Marc McCoy Galena, IL 61036
Dec. 28 — Classification Talks Jan. 11 — Dan Ripley Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m. at the
Jan. 18, 2008 — “Student of the Quarter,Jan. 18 — John Cooke DeSoto House Hotel in Galena
De Soto House Hotel. Jan. 25 — “Dottie” Morrizo 2007-2008 Officers
President—Robert Wehrle
Past President—Duane Grenier

Dec. 21 — Mary Kelly-Train, Howard KerDec. 21 — Deb Bertucci
Dec. 28 — Karen Kumbera, Chris LarsonDec. 28 — Rudy Pascoe
Jan. 4 — Scott Lawlor, Sean Loberg
Jan. 11 — Rich Mattas, Pat McCarthy
Jan. 18 — Marc McCoy, “Santy” Mendez
Jan. 25 — Dan Mennenoh, Nick Miesing
Feb. 1 — Dave Mikelson, Dan Mitchell
Feb. 8 — “Dottie” Morizzo, Tom Morris

Treasurer—Vicky Vondran
Secretary—Dick Laubhan

° Newsletter

Editor— Dick Laubhan, 777-1165
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