
It seems hardly possible that we are 
at the end of 2006 and that the Win-
ter Solstice (Dec. 21) and Christmas 
Day have both come and gone – 
especially with the milder-than-
normal weather and buckets of rain 
we’ve experienced recently. How-
ever, I trust you members enjoyed a 
Merry Christmas, and I wish you a 
jolly Holiday Season and a good 
and prosperous New Year to come. 
   We are at the mid-term point in 
my presidency, and it is customary 
to reflect upon the many accom-
plishments of our club and its mem-
bers over the past year.  So, first of 
all I’d like to compliment you all 
for being Rotarians.  Membership in 
Rotary exemplifies your commit-
ment to world peace, goodwill and 
the welfare of all mankind – worthy 
goals of decent, caring people all 
over the earth whatever their par-
ticular creeds.  Second, I applaud 
the Rotary board and its various 
committees for their dedicated, hard 
work during 2006.  It’s because of 
all of you that “Rotary Works!” 

   Our president-elect Bob Wehrle 
has been a great resource over the 
past year, his efforts with the “Twin 
Club” project being particularly 
noteworthy.  Remember, for Twin 
Club in addition to several other 
outstanding projects, our club re-
ceived the coveted Rotary Interna-
tional Presidential Citation.  Bob 
and Vince Toepfer are also working 
on a February board session to be 
devoted to strategic and long-range 
planning.  The object: keeping our 
club focused on continued growth 
in the right direction.   
   Vince and Ed Schmit should be 
recognized for an outstanding job of 
promoting and communicating to 
members the importance of the Paul 
Harris Foundation to Rotary world-
wide.  As of Dec. 22 we had accu-
mulated contributions of $3633.00 
for the year.  If you have contrib-
uted, thank you so much.  If you 
haven’t, there’s still time – and re-
member, it’s deductible!   
 
 

   Briefly, here are several other 
highlights from the past year:  our 
exchange student program, with a 
record three talented Jo Daviess 
County students going overseas; 
also, the arrival of incoming Polish 
exchange student Marcin Splochar-
ski, and his outstanding work at Ga-
lena High School; our Web site and 
literacy program being voted “best” 
in District 6520; the addition of sev-
eral new Paul Harris Fellows.   
   As the New Year arrives, mark 
your calendars for some upcoming 
“centerpiece” events:   
 

· Jan. 10, Rotary Roundtable, 
Tourism All Aboard?” John  
Cooke, Chair 

 

· Feb. 10, “Rotary Variety 
Show,” Don Gereau, Chair 

 

· April 21, Annual Auction  -- 
“Lights, Camera, Auction!!”  
Pat McCarthy, Chair 

 

   For these three big events we 
need your total support.  Remem-
ber, nothing happens without you.  
Thanks again to helping to make 
2006 outstandingly successful. 
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Helen B. Kilgore, widow of our re-
vered “joke master,” Gordie Kilgore 
-- who died last fall from complica-
tions of brain tumor surgery -- be-
came an official member of the Ga-
lena Rotary Club at our Friday, 
Dec. 8 luncheon meeting.  Helen 
says she’d like to work with Rotary 
programs in connection with youth. 
    Helen retired from her position as 
billing supervisor for Jo Carroll En-
ergy on Oct. 1, 2006.   Then a trus-
tee for the Village of Elizabeth, 
Helen had also served as the Village 
Board’s president.  Following her 

retirement the 
board elected 
Helen to fill the 
vacancy created 
by the resigna-
tion of the for-
mer village 
president.  She will be running for 
village president in the April, 2007 
election. 
    Helen has served as president of 
the Jo Daviess County Board of 
Health for many years, is on the 
board of the Apple River Fort Foun-
dation and has been a member of 

the Elizabeth EMS System for 25-
plus years.  Helen, our club mem-
bership is delighted about your de-
cision to come aboard, and looking 
forward to your participation in our 
youth programs. 
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New member Helen Kilgore is pictured with her 
sponsor, John Cooke. 

“Tourism … All Aboard?” - the 
theme of this year’s Galena Ro-
tary/Galena Gazette Annual 
Roundtable at Eagle Ridge Resort 
& Spa – is a hot-button topic that 
we expect will draw 200 attendees 
– or maybe more!   
    During the morning session nine 
“tour guides” (i.e., panelists) will 
discuss a number of key issues, in-
cluding: 
· Tourism in Jo Daviess County – 

A Status Report 
· Marketing Tourism Today 
· Roadblocks to Successful  

Tourism 
   In the afternoon session, “tour 
director” Alan Wenzel will chair a 
panel discussion on “Planning for 
the Future of Tourism,” and seek 

questions from the audience.  A 
luncheon program will feature Teri 
Goodman, development director of 
the National Rivers Hall of Fame, 
who’ll speak on “How Partnerships 
Work in the Tourism Business -- 
Speaking With One Voice.” 
    Panelists slated to speak are: 
Moderating “Tour Director:” – 
Alan Wenzel, director of the Jo 
Daviess County Leadership Forum 
and instructor at Highland Commu-
nity College. 
 “Tour Guides:” 
Fred Bonnet, Fried Green Tomatoes 
Andrew Hillard, Tri-State Travel 
Pat Leitzen Fye, Jo Daviess County 
Economic Development director 
Marc McCoy, McCoy Realty & In-
surance 

Erin Murphy, Chestnut Mountain 
Ski Resort 
Michael Peddle, Northern Illinois 
University 
Mike Sholz, Ramada Inn, Galena 
Emily Stoddard, Woodbine Bend 
Golf Club 
Greg Stake, mayor, Warren, IL 
 
   The daylong event starts at 8:30 
a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m.  Admis-
sion is $35.00, pre-registered, and 
$40.00 at the door.  A sit-down 
lunch is included.  Pre-registration 
forms  are available at most Jo 
Daviess County banks, the Gazette 
and through our club.  If you have 
not already signed up, do it now, 
and let’s make our club’s atten-
dance a record high!   
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One year ago Carter Newton and 
Bob Wehrle journeyed to Combar-
bala, Chile to celebrate the comple-
tion of the town square public rest-
rooms that we and the Combarbala 
Rotary Club took on as a Twin Club 
project.  Rotary International 
chimed in with substantial funding.  
Although the paint was still drying 
on the walls, the restrooms were of-
ficially turned over to the mayor and 
other municipal dignitaries, along 
with many toasts of pisco sour, the 
national drink of Chile.  Mission 
accomplished?  Well, not quite. 
    Upon their return to Galena 
Carter and Bob learned that the wa-
ter and sewer connections had not 
been completed, and considerable 
discord had arisen between Rotari-
ans and the contractor and munici-
pality.  Hmmm?  Might there have 

been some personal agendas in play, 
since the Rotary Club president had 
unsuccessfully run against the 
mayor in the last election? 
    Finally, last June or July excava-
tion began for the sewer, but then – 
get this – the contractor suddenly 
disappeared for an extended period 
of time!  Eventually -- in early De-
cember – water and sewer compo-
nents were finally operational, and 
once more the restrooms were 
turned over to the municipality with 
another ceremony.  That’s why the 
date in the photo is 2005, rather than 
2006.  We trust that the second part 
of the Twin Club project – Combar-
bala teacher Keny Hernandez’s stay 
in Galena to study our English Sec-
ond Language (ESL) teaching meth-
ods – goes a bit more smoothly.  
(Contributed by Bob Wehrle) 

Here are outside and interior views of 
the new Combarbala public square 
restrooms.  “Bano Publico” means 
“Public Restrooms,” and the other sign 
states: “Project Completed by the Ro-
tary Clubs of Combarbala and Galena, 
USA – December 2006.” 
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Rotarian Don Porter 
was a hit in reindeer 
antlers, especially dur-
ing the singers’ rendi-
tion of “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer.” 

Rotarian Joe Terry’s wife, Pat – an 
accomplished singer -- chimed in 
with a bit of “directing” when the 
Rotary ensemble faltered slightly in 
tempo, pitch, etc.  Much appreciated!  
That’s Jerry Bolles behind her. 

 

About 20 stalwart Galena Rotary Club mem-
bers – some accompanied by spouses – held  
forth with faithful renditions of traditional 
Christmas carols and other holiday diddys at 
the Galena-Stauss Nursing Home Thursday 
evening, Dec. 14.  Our Dr. Barbara Sloan or-
ganized the event, which turned out to be sur-
prisingly successful – considering the club’s 
“no singing” rule.  Carter Newton’s son, Vin-
cent, helped a lot with his piano accompani-
ment for the enthusiastic singers -- none of 
whom claimed “perfect pitch.”  After the 
“sing,” a group discussion on club singing, 
held at Benjamin’s, was inconclusive but will 
be taken up at a later date. 



Upcoming Programs 
Dec. 29 – Grand Pistor, our club’s 
first (1986) exchange student, now 
from South Africa; also, our first host 
family, Jim & Mary Purdy 
Jan. 5, 2007 – Exchange Student   
Abbie Reese on Group Study 
Jan. 12 – Open 
Jan. 19 – Student of the Quarter,  
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa 
 
Greeters 
Dec. 29 – Dorte Breckenridge/ 
Julie Bruser 
Jan. 5 – Don Campbell/ 
Lloyd Calloway 

 
Jan. 12 – Roy Clingman/John Cooke 
Jan. 19 – Jeff Cooke/ James Darling 
Jan. 26 ---B’Ann Dittmar/ 
Randy Downing 
Feb. 2 – David Eaton/Larry Eggers 
Feb. 9 – Roger Eichmeier/Dale Freres 
Feb. 16 – Lynn Gaber 
Feb. 23 – Don Gereau/Dick Harmet 
 
Fines 
Dec. 29 – Ed Schmit 
Jan. 5 – Roger Eichmeier 
Jan 12 –Dan Ripley 
Jan. 19 –- Joel Holland 
Jan. 26 – Ken Parrott 

FYI 
Galena Rotary Club, P.O. Box 52,      

Galena, IL 61036.   
Meets every Friday at 11:45 a.m. - 

DeSoto House Hotel 
2006-2007 Officers 

President - Duane Grenier 
President Elect - Robert Wehrle 

Past President - Ed Schmit 
Treasurer - Vicky Vondran 
Secretary - Dick Laubhan 

Newsletter   
Editor - Dick Laubhan, 777-1165,  
e-mail: dogman@galenalink.com 
Designer - Julie Bruser, 777-4011,  
e-mail: jbruser@galenalink.com 
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A  festive crowd of approximately 100 Rotarians 
and their guests filled the ballroom of the Irish 
Cottage for the annual Christmas Party Friday, 
Dec. 15.  After a lively cocktail hour, complete 

with delicious hors d’oeuvres served by roving waiters, 
attendees settled down to  a hearty dinner of ham and 
chicken. 
    The fun-filled white elephant exchange followed, em-
ceed by Phil and Terri Jackman in their usual dramatic 
style.  The most popular gift this year was a cuddly koala 
bear.  After it had been passed around several times Bob 
Price announced that it was he who had contributed the gift 
after having received it that same day from a Rotary ex-
change student from Australia.  Why did Bob wait until 
he’d received his mail that day before choosing what to 
contribute?  Well, Bob recently moved and probably totally 
cleaned out his garage – one idea, anyway. 
    Helen Kilgore thought she was going to end up with the 
bear, but at the last moment someone took it from her, re-
placing it with a framed picture of Don Porter – which Don 
later retrieved from Helen.  The evening concluded with 
Christmas caroling by a group of tuneful choristers proba-
bly recruited (or drafted) by Brian Schoenrock and Barbara 
Sloan.  Merry Christmas and Jolly Holidays to all, and a 
good and prosperous New Year ahead! (Contributed by 
Julie Bruser) 
 

A t our December 8 luncheon meeting members 
voted to accept the club’s nominating commit-
tee selections for officers and directors for the 
coming year: Vicky Vondran, treasurer; Dick 

Laubhan, secretary; director, one-year term, the Rev. Bob 
North; directors, two-year terms, Dr. Barbara Sloan, Vince 
Toepfer and Debbie Bertucci; also, Joel Holland, president-
elect for 2008-2009. 

P hil and Terri Jackman are cast in a comedy, 
“Getting Momma Married,” at the Bell Tower 
Theater in Dubuque.  Performances are scheduled 
for every weekend in February. 

    The story centers on a divorced woman whose daughter 
keeps trying to “fix her up” with different men – including 
the ex-husband.  Terri plays Momma, and Phil is the “ex.”  
For details and reservations, call the Bell Tower at 
563/588-3377. 
 

T he nominating committee for our Rotary District 
6420 has elected a future governor to lead the 
district in the Rotary year 2009-2010.  Elise 
Cadigan, a member of the Rockford Downtown 

Rotary Club, has been a Rotary member for 18 years, and 
served as president of her club in 1999-2000.  She was as-
sistant district governor in 1999-2001, district trainer from 
2001 to 2005, and has served on many district committees. 
 

T hrough our District 6420 we’ve been asked to 
consider contributing to a PolioPlus initiative in 
India, organized by Sterling (IL) Noon Rotarians 
and including 70-plus volunteers from the U.S. 

and Canada.  Participants will be vaccinating children who 
live in the final one percent of the world where recent polio 
outbreaks have still been experienced.  Volunteers must 
pay and/or raise funds for their own travel, as general do-
nations toward PolioPlus are used for procuring vaccine 
and preparing and organizing efforts in the region selected 
for assistance.  Our board will take up this request at its 
January meeting. 


