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Wasn’t it great during the past month to 
be able to hear about the experiences of 
exchange students Cody Michael, Jane 
Newton and Brittany Basten in Brazil, 
Mexico and Germany, respectively?  All 
three appeared to have enjoyed their 
once-in-a-lifetime sojourns, not only be-
ing totally immersed in another country’s 
school system, but enjoying educational 
trips arranged by host Rotary Clubs, and 
living the day-to-day lives of attentive 
host families. 
   Our new inbound exchange student, 
Mara Poli, arrived from Italy this week.  
Will we do as much for Mara as the host 
Rotary Clubs in Brazil, Mexico and Ger-
many did for Cody, Jane and Brittany?  
Will we make Mara’s experience here as 
memorable as the adventures Shannon 
Giles, our outbound exchange student 
from Freeport, will be experiencing in 
Spain?   
   Any time you go out to dinner, take a 

trip or do something you think Mara may 
find interesting, invite her to come along.  
Volunteer to provide transportation for 
her to exchange student events in the dis-
trict.  Let’s make sure she has a once-in-
a-lifetime experience this year! 
 
No More Mugs! 
After 10 years, we have finally given out 
the last of the 500 Galena Rotary Club 
guest speaker coffee mugs!  Exchange 
student Brittany Basten was the lucky 
recipient.  Hmmm.  But shortly, we’ll be 
offering new and interesting gifts for our 
speakers.  We have ordered 100 hand-
some paperweights, consisting of a 
brightly-colored world globe encased in 
a clear acrylic cube; and, we have also 
ordered 50 sewing/manicure kits.  Both 
will be inscribed with our club name.   
    If you did not attend our August 10 
board meeting, you are probably not 
aware that I suggested giving the paper-

weights to men, and the sewing/
manicure kits to women.  I do not wish 
to repeat comments I received from 
some members of our club’s distaff side!    
   After considerable serious but good-
natured discussion, there was a consen-
sus among board members and guests 
that future speakers will be offered their 
choice of gifts. These are high-quality, 
memorable items, and if you would like 
to have one please contact Tom Morris 
and volunteer to be a speaker on a topic 
that you think would be of interest to 
your fellow Rotarians – like storm-tossed 
sailing on Lake Michigan, scuba diving, 
model airplane building and flying, East-
ern spiritualism, etc.  Talks on sexism, 
though, will not be looked upon with  
favor.  
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                          Robert R. Wehrle 
                          President 
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Nikolaus (Nick) Miesing, who grew up and was educated in Germany, came to the 
U.S. in 1961, and his original plans called for a return to his home country.  His 
spouse-to-be, Marie-luise, dropped in for a visit in 1962, evidently liked what she 
saw and – as Nick states – “we’re still here!”  Galena Rotarians are glad it worked 
out that way.  The couple has had a place in the Galena Territory since 1994. 
   Nick retired last year after a 30-plus year career in mechanical engineering.  The 
Evanston, IL firm he retired from specializes in the health care industry.  Nick still 
does a bit of consulting work for his former company.   But that‘s not all – Nick is 
an artist, and his past-time and part-time business is centered on sculpturing in 
stone.  His work is on display at the Dubuque Museum of Art. 
   “Rotary’s emphasis on youth and education is what really interested me in join-
ing,” Nick said in an interview.  He’ll find lots to do on that score in our club!  
Please welcome Nick.    

Nikolaus H. (Nick) Miesing receives his 
Rotary active member badge and other 
materials from sponsor Ed Schmit, right.  
At left is membership chair Marc McCoy. 



A bout two years ago Carter 
Newton and Bob Wehrle 
embarked on a memorable 
trip to Combarbala, Chile, 

to help mark the completion of the 
downtown public restrooms that our 
club, in combination with Rotary Inter-
national, helped the Combarbala Ro-
tary Club present to the city.   
   Well, the restrooms weren’t quite 
ready to open, but what the heck – 
there wasn’t that far to go.  Some prob-
lems came up, though, not the least of 
which was the fact that the Rotary Club 
president was a mayoral candidate, but 
lost.  There also has been a delay in the 
installation of an electric service meter. 
Wonder why.    
   Not to worry, though – according to 
Bob, the mayor-elect recently reported 
that two holes have been drilled for the 
installation of the meter.  Will wonders 
never cease? 
 

J ust in case you haven’t heard, 
our 2006-07 exchange student 
from Poland, Marcin Splo-
charski, is now in college.  As 

previously reported, his graduation 
from Galena High School was honored 
by Polish academes, and Marcin was 
accepted by the university of his 
choice. 
 

L ynn Gaber, who is heading 
up our “Service Above 
Self” Citizen Award pro-
gram, reminds that Sept. 1 

is the deadline for nominations.  Lynn 
passed out nomination forms at our 
August 10 luncheon, and they should 
be returned to Lynn at:  Elizabeth State 
Bank, 400 S. Main St., Galena, IL 
61036.   

   This is a semi-annual award, with the 
winners being chosen for the extent 
and positive impact of their volunteer 
services to their community or Jo Davi-
ess County.  Winners will receive an 
engraved plaque, complimentary cer-
tificate for dinner for two at Benja-
min’s Restaurant in Galena, a com-
memorative bottle of wine from Galena 
Cellars Winery, and an invitation for 
lunch and an award presentation.   
Winners will also be encouraged to 
speak to the club about their dedication 
to volunteerism.    

A special guest at our August 10 lunch-
eon was Ann Murphy, Savanna, Dis-
trict 6420 Deputy Governor.  In a brief 
presentation Ann congratulated the 
club for its wide-ranging, creative pro-
grams, and urged members to “keep up 
the good work!” 

FYI 
Galena Rotary Club , P.O. Box 52, 

Galena, IL 61036 
Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m. at the 

DeSoto House Hotel in Galena 
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Upcoming Programs 
 

Aug. 17 – Committee Planning Sessions 
Aug. 24 – Open 
Aug. 31 -- Tyler Justice System 
Sept. 7 – Open 
Sept. 14 – Jerry Enzler, Dubuque Missis-
sippi River Museum & Aquarium 
Sept. 21 – Open 
Sept. 28 – “Service Above Self” Citizen 
Award, Lynn Gaber 
Oct. 5 – Eldon Leemhuis, District 6420 
Governor 
 

Fine Masters 
 

Aug. 17 – Ed Schmit 
Aug. 24 – Roger Eichmeier 
Aug. 31 – Josh Jasper 
 

Greeter Assignments 
 

Aug. 17 – Bob Wehrle, Grant Westenfelder 
Aug. 24 --  Lois Wienen-Knautz,  
Andy Willis 
Aug. 31 – Dorte Breckenridge, Julie Bruser 
Sept. 7 – Dick Alexander, Lloyd Austin 
Sept. 14 – Rich Austin, Fred Baltz 
Sept. 21 – Roland Bermea, Deb Bertucci 
Sept. 28 – Dwight Bischel,  
Larry Blankenbaker 

 
Trivia 
Aug. 17 – Jerry Bolles 
Aug. 24 – Rich Austin 
Aug. 31 – Don Gereau 
Sept. 7 -- Duane Grenier 
Sept. 14 – Dorte Breckenridge 
Sept. 21 – Nancy Du Plessis 

Britanny Basten, our 2006-07 ex-
change student from River Ridge High 
School, presents Rotary President Bob 
Wehrle with a trading banner from the 
W olfburg, Germany Rotary Club.  
Britanny, who attended the W olfburg 
“gymnasium” school (for college prep 
students), told Galena Rotarians about 
her experiences in Germany at the 
club’s August 10 luncheon meeting. 


