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A few years ago we conducted a 
survey and found that 86 percent 
of our members were involved in 
at least one of our Rotary service 
projects – some with the annual 
“Rotary Roars for Youth” auction, 
some with the Annual Roundtable, 
some with our Day in the Country, 
and some with other events and 
projects.   
    Since we are a service organiza-
tion, we were concerned about 
how to get the remaining 14 per-
cent actively involved.  So, we in-
terviewed a few of the “laggards,” 
and do you know what we found?  
No one had ever asked them what 
their interests were, the kinds of 
community service work in which 
they’d like to get involved! 
    Often we members are remiss 
in not asking these questions, par-
ticularly with new members.  Ask-
ing for volunteers is simply not 
enough – many people must be 
asked to participate in some spe-
cific program or project.  I think 
this is especially true of new 

members, many of whom know 
only a few other Rotarians.   
    New members are usually the 
most eager to serve our communi-
ties – after all, that’s why they 
joined Rotary, which is not a 
“luncheon club” but a serious ser-
vice organization.  Too often, 
though, that personal invitation is 
needed before they’ll take the 
plunge.  When new members 
don’t receive the invitation, 
there’s a more than likely chance 
they’ll drop out of the club.  So 
you current members take heed, 
and reach out to new or other 
members who are not “connected” 
to some Rotary activity, especially 
if they’ve “been around” for some 
time. 
    We are going to need a year-
end push to reach our Rotary 
Foundation Paul Harris goal of 
$100, Every Rotarian, Every Year.  
We are just 60 percent of the way 
toward our goal, and out of our 
80-plus membership, 24 members 
have never contributed.  I’ll ex-

cuse the eight or nine of you who 
are relatively new, but for the re-
maining 15 or so please consider 
this a personal invitation to start a 
Paul Harris Sustaining Member-
ship.  Consider yourself as having 
been “asked!”  Our club has con-
tributed $99,140 to Paul Harris 
over the years and contributions 
from nine of you will put us over 
the $100,000 mark. 
    I trust all in attendance at our 
“Rotary Roars ‘Fore’ Youth” auc-
tion last Saturday night, which 
netted in the neighborhood of  
$40,000.00-plus, had a great time, 
but let’s all make it a point to hop 
on the Paul Harris Express before 
July 1, and accomplish our goal.   
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Robert R. Wehrle 
President 
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Club members were saddened and even shocked 
with the sudden and unexpected death on Monday, 
March 24 of Daniel S. (Dan) Mitchell, 83, an active 
Rotarian since 1989.  Dan was at Rotary’s regular 
luncheon the previous Friday, at his regular table, 
and seemed “as fit and feisty as ever.” 
    Over the years Dan took an active part in many 
Rotary activities, including our annual scholarship 
auction, Day in the Country and other projects and 
events.  In addition, he was a former president and 
secretary of the organization. 
    Outside of Rotary, Dan’s accomplishments were 
many and diverse.  A DuPage County law enforce-
ment officer until his retirement in 1987, he was a 
past president of the DuPage Police Association.  

Dan was also an army vet-
eran of World War II, 
earning the Bronze Star 
during engagements in 
France and central Europe. 
    He and his wife, Lorelei moved to Galena shortly 
after his retirement, and he remained active in a 
number of law-enforcement organizations.  In addi-
tion, he served for a year as a precinct committee-
man for East Galena Township, and in 1999 was 
named volunteer of the year by the Galena Territory 
Association. 
    Galena Rotarians will miss Dan’s presence, his 
service and his dry wit.  Our heartfelt condolences to 
Lorelei and the Mitchell family. 
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The Galena Rotary Club awarded 
its fourth “Service Above Self 
Award” for exemplary community 
service to Terry Altfilllisch, Ga-
lena, at the club’s Friday, March 
28 meeting at the De Soto House 
Hotel.  Rotarian Roy Clingman in-
troduced Terry – who is a neighbor 
of Roy’s – and Lynn Gaber pre-
sented the handsome, walnut-
mounted Community Service 
plaque. 
    Terry was nominated by his 
wife, Maria Altfillisch, who stated:  
“Terry devotes so much of his time 
each week through his membership 
and personal endeavors in organiza-
tions that help kids.”  For instance, 
he took over as a Cub Scout Master 
for a friend who lost his battle with 
cancer, carrying on for two years.  
Maria continued: 

    “He has been everything from 
football, basketball and soccer 
coach, to his present job as a  high 
school religious education 
teacher.  He is the first to volun-
teer for his children’s school ac-
tivities, from chaperoning at gym 
days on weekends to three-day 
class trips.” 
    Terry is current President of the 
Galena Band Supporters, and 
working hard on fundraising to 
purchase new band uniforms.  He 
is also Secretary of the Galena 
Education Foundation, which pro-
vides grants to teachers and schol-
arship funds for students. 
    Congratulations, Terry!  Keep 
up the good work! 

Terry Altfillisch receives our 
club’s Community Service award 
plaque from Rotarian Lynn 
Gaber, who heads up the club’s 
“Service Above Self “ program,  
recognizing citizens nominated for 
their outstanding service to their 
communities. 
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We did it again! Despite a “down” economy,  
Galena Rotarians sold 342 auction tickets, and  
attendees bought items to the tune of $40,000-
plus  -- not a “record’, but enough to continue 
our program of offering  $1500.00 scholarships 
to deserving Jo Daviess County high-schoolers. 
    The bad weather this “spring” may have put 
somewhat of a damper on our “Rotary Roars 
‘Fore’ Youth” slogan, but golfers and non-
golfers alike came to the fore to take us 
“over the  top.  Thanks, everyone! 

Photos, clockwise from top right:  Jeff Hill shows off one of the flat-screen TVs being sold at the auction.
Syd Sincock displays a tea set to start the auction while Jim Sacia looks for bids.  Helen Kilgore works on 
Andy Blankenbaker with the hopes of selling him a 50-50 ticket.  Mary and Eric Train look over their bid 
sheets during the auction. Gavin Kaiser, a standout performer for the 2007 Galena High School state 
champs, holds a “hot” auction item, a football with all the signatures of the winning team. 



 

FYI 
 

Galena Rotary Club , P.O. Box 52, 
Galena, IL 61036 

Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m. at the 
DeSoto House Hotel in Galena 

 
2007-2008 Officers 

President—Robert Wehrle 
President Elect—Joel Holland 
Past President—Duane Grenier 

Treasurer—Vicky Vondran 
Secretary—Dick Laubhan 

 
Newsletter 

Editor— Dick Laubhan, 777-1165 
E-mail: dogman@galenalink.com 
Designer—Julie Bruser, 777-4011 

E-mail: jbruser@jcwifi.com 
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Greeter Assignments 
April 25 – Grant Westenfelder/ 
Lois Wienen-Knautz 
May 2 – Andy Willis/ 
Dick Alexander 
May 9 – Rich Austin/ 
 “Bud” Austin 
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S ome of our club members have been in 
the news recently, like David Eaton, who 
was pictured in the Galena Gazette ac-
cepting a check for the Galena Founda-

tion from Michael Hastings – also a Rotarian --  
president and CEO of Jo-Carroll Energy. 
 

R otarian B’Ann Dittmar, president of 
U.S. Bank/Galena, received a Five 
Star Volunteer Award for 
“exceptional volunteer service,” 

which included a $500.00 contribution to the Jo 
Daviess County Tyler Justice Center for Children.  
 

O ur club’s annual Day in the Country 
event for Jo Daviess County seniors 
is all set for Wednesday, May 7 at 
the Galena Territory Owners Club.  

There’ll be a “Hawaiian” buffet luncheon, games, 

a trivia quiz and “name that tune” contest..  The 
Galena High School jazz ensemble will also per-
form.  Volunteers are always needed for set-up, 
clean-up, helping the elderly at their tables.  Con-
tact Dorte Breckenridge. 
 

T he “Gathering of Elizabeths” event be-
ing spearheaded by Rotarian Vince 
Toepfer is moving right along, seeking 
a new Guinness Book of World Re-

cords for the most “Elizabeths” ever gathered to-
gether at one point – Elizabeth, IL to be exact.  
Saturday, June 28 is the date.   England’s Queen 
Elizabeth was contacted, but we guess she’s not 
coming – too bad, as we’re sure she would enjoy 
the Galena area countryside and the companion-
ship of so many other Elizabeths – even if not 
royal.  If you’d like to help out in any way in this 
event, contact Vince post-haste.   
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