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For the 2010/2011 school year, the 
Galena Rotary Club is hosting Philip, 
a student from Denmark.  Dee and 
Rick Vojta of Galena are his first 
host family and Galena Rotarian 
Kyle Buros and his wife Kimberly (a 
Dubuque Rotarian) will be his next 
host family. 
  Already immersed in school and 
football at Galena High School, 
Philip is enjoying his time in Galena.  
“Galena is a lot like my hometown,” 
said Philip.  “It’s small, so you can 
get to know all the students, which I 
like.” 
   Philip lives outside of a small town 
with population of 2,000.  He, his 
parents, an 18-year-old sister and 12-
year-old brother live in a home with 
a lake on one side and the ocean on 

the other.  So, it’s no wonder that 
water skiing and ice skating are two 
of his favorite activities.  He is also 
active in track, snowboarding, pole 
vaulting, hurdles, shotput, and moun-
tain biking. 
   In Denmark schools, Philip ex-
plained, you really get to know your 
fellow students because you are with 
them throughout your years of 

schooling.  Teachers change class-
rooms rather than students changing.  
He just finished the 9th grade in 
Denmark, which is the last year of 
his “second school.”  His “third 
school” will be three years long. 
   Philip is now on the Galena foot-
ball team, a sport he is playing for 
the first time.  He said, “My first im-
pression of football was that I’m 
never going to learn this game….but 
then I got a little bit into it and 
started to like the game….now I just 
want to learn it.” 
   Philip’s sister was an exchange stu-
dent in Canada, which is why Philip 
became interested in the program.  
She enjoyed it and now he is, too, 
and he says his younger brother also 
wants to be a Rotary exchange stu-
dent.  Philip’s Rotary club is in a 
nearby town about the size of Du-
buque, IA. 
    Future plans for Philip include  
going into business.  He recently 
worked at a store that sold TVs and 
computers.  His father was a busi-
nessman who founded a company 
called “Mission Farmer” which sold 
inexpensive medicine to African 
countries.  He is now retired so he 
can spend more time with his family. 
   Philip is proud to be from Den-
mark, a country of 5.5 million people 
that is ranked as the second most 
peaceful country in the world (after 
New Zealand) and one of the least 
corrupt. From left: Helen Kilgore, Kyle Buros, Philip, Dee and Rick Vojta, Kim Buros. 



 
FYI 

Galena Rotary Club   
P.O. Box 52  

Galena, IL 61036 
Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m.  

at the DeSoto House Hotel  

 
2010-2011 Officers 

President—Helen Kilgore 
President Elect—Brian Schoenrock  

Past President—Barb Sloan 
Treasurer—Jim Kellar  
Secretary– Rich Austin 

 
Newsletter 

Julie Bruser—777-4011 
jbruser@jcwifi.com 

Programs 
Oct. 15: Student of the Quarter 
Oct. 22: Mission to Mexico, Rudy Pascoe 
Oct. 29: 2010 Income Tax Update, Pat 
McCarthy 
Nov. 5: City of Galena Bike Trail Expansion, 
Mark Moran 
Nov. 12: Breakfast meeting, club program 
Nov. 19: The Pork Industry-More than Just the 
Other White Meat, Darrell Stitzel 
 

Greeters 
Oct. 22: Lois Jean Wienen-Knautz, 
Andy Willis  
October 29: David Winter, Deb Bertucci  
November 5: Dwight Bischel,  
Andy Blankenbaker  
November 12: Larry Blankenbaker, 
Don Ellwood  
November 19: Dorte Breckenridge  
Denton Brown 
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Finemasters 
Oct. 15: Howard Kerr 
Oct. 22: Roy Clingman 
Oct. 29: Joel Holland 
Nov. 5: Denton Brown 
Nov. 12: Rich Mattas 
Nov. 19: Open 
 

Trivia 
Oct. 15: Rich Mattas 
Oct. 22: Greg Duerr 
Oct. 29: Ken Parrott 
Nov. 5: Santy Mendez 
Nov. 12: Open 
Nov. 19: Dave Winter 
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The Galena Rotary Club held a spe-
cial meeting on the evening of Sep-
tember 21, where the key issues of 
mission, membership, leadership suc-
cession, finances, programs and the 
Galena Rotary Foundation were dis-
cussed.  Attendance was good and a 
spirited discussion followed the pres-
entation of recommendations made by 
the club’s Roundtable committee. 
   As a result of the discussions at the 
meeting, the committee put together a 
list of priority recommendations that 
it presented to the club’s board of di-
rectors at its October meeting.  The 
number one priority is to build mem-
bership, something that will have to 
be worked on continuously.  The 
number two and three priorities will 
need by-law changes as they concern 
the meeting day of the club (proposed 
to change to Wednesday) and election 
of directors and officers.  The board 
asked the committee to come back 

with proposed by-law change text to 
be reviewed in November. 
  The number four priority concerns 
finances—how income is used, how 
program and project expenses are 
covered, and that actual meal costs 
should be covered by dues.  The other 
priorities are to set up a program/
projects selection committee, define 
the club’s territory, identify a new 
club project, follow up on changes to 
the Galena Rotary Foundation by-
laws, reach out to other Galena ser-
vice clubs and encourage social 
events among Rotary Club members.  
   Related to the priority of the Foun-
dation by-laws,  members have been 
e-mailed the current By-Laws of the 
Galena Rotary Charitable Foundation 
and the proposed amended Article 
Three. At the regular meeting of the 
Club on Oct. 15, a vote of the mem-
bership will be taken to approve the 
amended By-Laws.  

Helen Kilgore (left) with Rotary Dis-
trict Governor Don Ahrendsen and his 
wife Bonnie.  They attended our Au-
gust 6 meeting at which Don gave a 
presentation. 

VisitGalena 
director Bob 
Warren gave 
an update on 
Galena tour-
ism at the 
Club’s     
September 3 
meeting. 


