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The Rotary Roars for Youth Scholar-
ship Auction will soon be here.  To 
date we have awarded 460 scholar-
ships.  We need your support to in-
crease that number to make a signifi-
cant difference in the lives of Jo Davi-
ess County youth. 
   The emphasis of the auction is on 
raising monies for scholarships.  Stu-
dents who have received these scholar-
ships have become professionals who 
give back to their community.   Some 
may think that $1500 is not a lot of 
money and does not make a difference, 
but it really can make a difference.  
You may have read the story of a 
young woman who won $500 in a Ro-

tary speech contest.  As she stated in 
the February Rotarian, “I am overcome 
with gratitude to the Rotary club for 
granting the scholarship — not so 
much for the actual money, though that 
certainly was valuable and appreciated, 
but for the opportunity the scholarship 
provided, prompting my parents to 
jointly acknowledge that college was 
something that I could and should do.” 
   This young woman went on to get 
her PhD and became a hero to her fa-
ther.  Late in life, he went on to get a 
teaching degree because his daughter 
helped him realize that he should pur-
sue his dreams to become a teacher. 
   That $500 scholarship influenced a 

lot of people – her family, friends, and 
others she came in contact with.  This 
is an example of what our scholarships 
encourage! 
   Support the auction by spreading the 
word, selling raffle and auction tickets, 
soliciting auction items, and most of 
all, letting people know that there are 
460 reasons to support the auction.  Be 
there April 17th at Eagle Ridge Resort 
and Spa for the 24th auction for stu-
dent scholarships!  Help us reach 500 
scholarships! 
   Sincerely, 

���� ����������������� ���
   Dr. Barbara K. Sloan, President 

The Galena Rotary Club is pleased to 
welcome our newest member, Kyle 
Buros.  Kyle is vice president and 
chief operating officer at Jo-Carroll 
Energy, where he has worked since 
December of 2003.  In this position 
he oversees the day-to-day manage-
ment of the engineering, construction, 
outside operations and maintenance 
functions for their core business units 
which include electric, natural gas, 

and broadband internet. 
  Kyle has an interesting background 
that includes farming (in west central 
Wisconsin where he grew up), work-
ing as an electrician, and Olympic ski 
jumping.  He started college at the  
U.S. Olympic Education Center in 
Marquette, MI, and received his BS 
in Electrical Engineering from UW-
Platteville.  
  As a Rotarian, Kyle is most inter-
ested in our international programs.  
Kyle said, “I have seen firsthand the 
benefits of having international cama-
raderie, understanding and friendship.  
I am particularly interested in the Ro-
tary Youth Exchange Program.  I 
have spent a good portion of my life 
traveling around the world and be-

coming immersed in cultures other 
than my own.  I have a good idea of 
the ‘ups and downs’ kids go through 
in this program and believe that I can 
help them get the most out of their 
experience.” 
   He added, “I firmly believe that 
everyone should do whatever they 
can to serve their communities with 
the greatest emphasis on the better-
ment of life.  Rotary  is one of the 
greatest service organizations in our 
community.” 
   Kyle’s wife, Kimberly, is a member 
of the Dubuque Rotary Club and went 
to Brazil last year with the Group 
Study Exchange Program.  Kyle and 
Kimberly live in rural Galena. 
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A typical Roundtable-size crowd attended 
this year’s Community Roundtable to dis-
cuss the future of Jo Daviess County.  Rich 
Mattas kicked off the session by sharing 
various statistics about our population and 
economy, education and other important 
issues.  Then, Alan Wenzel of Highland 
Community College moderated the panel 
discussion, with panelists John  Cox, Mel 
Gratton, Dale Greimann, Gisele Hamm, 
Josh Jasper, Pat Leitzen-Fye, Mary Shea-
hen and Christie Trifone.  Here are some 
highlights of the panel discussion: 
 

Panel Discussion 
What do you see as important changes 
that need to take place for the future 
economic development of our county? 

·  Foster entrepreneurship and innova-
tion. 

·  Focus on business retention through 
“economic gardening”—you cannot 
reap what you don’t sow—we must 
help existing businesses thrive. 

·  Think regionally.   
·  Further develop historic areas and 

tourism.   
·  Look at and learn from the Greater 

Dubuque Development Corporation 
successes. 

·  Provide workforce development.    
·  Be prepared when a business ex-

presses interest in coming here. 
·  Look at infrastructure issues like 

Route 20, broadband access. 
·  Analyze the resources we already have 

that can be enhanced, like our tremen-
dous natural resources as well as our 
human resources. 

·  We all need to patronize local busi-
nesses. 

·  Provide incentives for new businesses, 
but be careful how you use them. 

 
What would you like to see here in the 
future? 

·  We need to get on the same page, look 
at the big picture, brainstorm as a 
group, get ourselves consolidated and 
not be fragmented.  If we don’t do this, 
30 years from now things will be the 
same. 

·  We must pull together and not be jeal-
ous of others’ successes.  We must be 
successful together.  Youth will come 
back when they see this.   

·  3 Cs: Culture—reshape the culture of 

the greater community; Connec-
tivity—we need to reach out; and Col-
laboration—if we don’t work together, 
then we don’t succeed. 

·  Utilization of our natural and cultural 
resources to fuel economic develop-
ment.   

·  Civic and social entrepreneurship. 
We’re in a challenging time.  We have 
to get innovative and build on the as-
sets we have. 

·  We need to be proactive rather than 
reactive and we need to focus on 
strengthening families. 

 

Keynote Address 
Mike Blouin  from the 
Greater Dubuque Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration talked about the 
amazing transformation 
that has taken place in 
Dubuque since the city 

peaked at 23% unemployment in the early 
80s.  According to Mike, “Somewhere 
along the line, a unanimity of interest came 
along in the private and business sector….
suddenly someone decided the river should 
be our front door instead of our back door.” 
   He continued, “Dubuque is where it is 
because so many people have been a part 
of it.  Having an entity in place (Dubuque 
Development Corp.) to execute the dream 
is important.  You must be willing to make 
a commitment.” 
   Some of Mike’s most important points 
included: 

·  You can’t be what you are today. 
·  Create more jobs that pay well. 
·  Decide what it is you want to be. 
·  Need to know where you’ve been, 

who you are today and what you want 
to be in the future. 

·  Accept what is shrinking and take ad-
vantage of what is growing. 

·  Have a plan to get there, then get real 
leadership and money.  Can’t do it 
with part-time staff and volunteers.  
Need money from the local businesses.  
75% of Greater Dubuque Develop-
ment Corp.’s budget is private income. 

·  The region has come a long way, but 
there’s still a long way to go.  You 
can’t let yourself be deceived that 
what you have is enough. 

·  Make sure your future is as regional as 
you can make it. 

· Go after traditional businesses as well 
as entrepreneurships. 

· Identify your strengths, like tourism, 
and build on them. 

· Must be driven and financed by the 
private sector with public sector par-
ticipation. 

 

Table Talk 
Attendees stayed at their tables after lunch 
and discussed “How do we get to the fu-
ture?”  Ideas for a brighter future for Jo 
Daviess County echoed much of what had 
been discussed at the Roundtable thus far 
and included: 
 
Think regionally  – need more collabora-
tion, avoid isolationism, move towards re-
gional tourism and ecotourism, promote 
jobs regionally, use regionalism in all pro-
motions to bring businesses here as well as 
tourists. 
 

Job creation – need to grow entrepreneur-
ships and small businesses, need new busi-
nesses and services for our aging popula-
tion, expand ecotourism opportunities, con-
sider building a Ulysses S. Grant presiden-
tial museum. 
 

Leadership – need strong leadership to-
ward this cause within county government, 
support and promote TCEDA (Tri-County 
Economic Development Agency), have a 
leader for the visioning/planning effort. 
 

Infrastructure  – need better technology, 
broadband is a must, Route 20 will impact 
economic development, a train from Chi-
cago will be important, county must have 
ordinances in place that support business 
development. 
 

Education – Strive for an outstanding edu-
cation system, make the best use of tech-
nology, find ways to get young people 
back here after college. 
 

Collaboration & consolidation – unifica-
tion of efforts and goals is imperative, 
leadership of different agencies must work 
together, consolidation of schools and so-
cial service agencies must be considered, 
all the towns of the county—not just Ga-
lena—must be part of the effort. 
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Rotary Roundtable panelists Mary 
Sheahen and Christie Trifone. 
P. Carter Newton photo 
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The Rotary Club of Galena honored seven area high school sophomores with the Paul Kindig Student of the 
Quarter Award on Friday, Jan. 22 at the DeSoto House Hotel. Honored were (from left) John Feuerhelm, 
River Ridge; Sara Schwoob, Warren; Katie Ahrenholtz, Tri-State Christian School; Ryan Lange, East Du-
buque; Dominic Wasmund, Galena; Reece Wienen, Scales Mound; Cole Schamberger, Stockton.  
P. Carter Newton photo 

“Will” Guilherme Dias Da Silva , our 
Club’s 2009/2010 exchange student, hails 
from the southernmost state in the South 
American country of Brazil.  This bright 
17-year-old, who has actually started col-
lege in Brazil, is enjoying his time in Ga-
lena where he has been able to engage in 
his favorite subjects of history, communi-
cations and music.   
  Very involved in high school activities, 
he plays in the high school jazz band and 
participated in a recent concert.  And he 
is a staff writer with the school district’s 
newspaper, the Pirate Pulse.  The January 
edition featured his article about the ad-
vantages of a foreign exchange program.  
Here is what Will wrote: 
   “It’s a time of globalization.  People 
from China can talk every single day with 
someone from Poland without even get-
ting out of the house, never mind getting 
out of their country.  News from your an-
tipode can reach you in a second and 
knowing a second language is almost a 
pre-requisite for getting a good job.  So, 
it’s understandable that the number of ex-
changes students coming to America and 
Americans going abroad has risen in the 

last few years; that’s just how the world is 
working. 
   “Our Galena High School currently is 
hosting a Brazilian exchange student.  If 
you’d be so kind as to look at the author’s 
name right above this article, you’d see 
that  he’s the one writing this — if trying 
to use fancy words like antipode didn’t 
clue you in — and I’d like to talk a little 
about the benefits of hosting an exchange 
student or even becoming one. 
  “First, it’s a different cultural influence 
and a nice opportunity to get to know a 
little about another country.  Who knows, 
you might even end up living and work-
ing there in the future, and having options 
in this bad economy is always nice.  
Learning another language is another 
added benefit, especially if you are the 
one going to a different land.  And, in 
terms of high school, it’s a different point 
of view in many subjects:  you don’t 
know how a German student might evalu-
ate the Cold  War, for instance, and it’s a 
good thing to freshen up history classes. 
   “Hosting can be done by any willing 
family; you don’t need to have children 
enrolled in high school to be able to host 

a student, 
even though 
it helps.  You 
also don’t 
need to be a 
member of 
the institu-
tion respon-
sible for the 
exchange 
program ei-
ther, and the 
same thing 
goes for peo-
ple thinking about applying for one of 
those programs. 
   “Overall, it’s a nice experience for both 
the student and the hosting family.  Many 
former exchange students are still in 
touch with their former host families, 
even after 20, 30 years.  And, besides, the 
school might be adding some talent by 
hosting an exchange student.  I mean, 
they could always get a Brazilian for their 
men’s soccer team.  Now, if only Glena 
had one…” 
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“Will” Guilherme  
Dias Da Silva of Brazil 



FYI 
Galena Rotary Club   

P.O. Box 52  
Galena, IL 61036 

Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m.  
at the DeSoto House Hotel  

 

2009-2010 Officers 
President—Barbara Sloan 

President Elect—Helen Kilgore  
Past President—Joel Holland 

Treasurer—Jim Kellar  
Secretary– Rich Austin 

Newsletter 
Julie Bruser—777-4011 

jbruser@jcwifi.com 

Programs 
Feb. 26 - Highland Community College Business 
Institute, Kathleen Weber 
March 5 - IL Secretary of State Organ/Tissue Donor 
Program, Jan Eschen 
March 12 - National Mississippi River Museum and 
Aquarium, Jerry Enzler 
March 19 - Galena Boy Scout Pilgrimage, Matt 
Ohms and Nick Geinosk 
March 26 - Student of the Quarter 
April 2 - Visit Galena, Bob Warren 
April 9 - Breakfast Meeting;  
Kyle Buros Classification Talk 
April 16 - Rivers to Ridges,  
Jim & Kathleen Webster 
April 23 - Africa, Rich Mattas 
April 30 - NW IL Center for Independent Living, 
Kay Arity 
 

Greeters 
March 5 - Ken Parrot, Rudy Pascoe 
March 12 - Don Porter, Bob Price 
March 19 - Dan Ripley, Ed Schmit 
March 26 - Brian Schoenrock, Syd Sincock 
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We recently received a letter from Jill 
Middendorf, a 2008 Galena Rotary 
Club scholarship recipient.  Here are 
excerpts from her letter: 
 

“I was a 2008 graduate from East Du-
buque High School.  During my senior 
year I was fortunate enough to receive 
a scholarship from you.  At that time I 
promised to keep in touch… 
   “I am currently a sophomore in me-
chanical engineering at Iowa State Uni-
versity...this semester I am a peer  
mentor for undeclared freshmen engi-
neering students.  I give them advice 
with classes and assistance when 
needed.  It is a rewarding and challeng-
ing job. 
   “While at Iowa State, I became a 
member of the Society of Women En-
gineers….also, I received an internship 
with GE Healthcare and am very ex-
cited to start work for them this sum-
mer.  Currently, I am preparing to 
study abroad for a semester in Wales.  I 
will be there January 3—June 10, 2010.  
With the program, I get to spend three 
weeks in London learning about British 
politics by touring various places.  I 
cannot wait to start! 
   “College is going great!  Thank you 
for your help!” 
             Sincerely, Jill Middendorf 

Trivia 
Feb. 26 - Joel Holland 
March 5 - Julie Bruser 
March 12 - Syd Sincock 
March 19 - Phil Jackman 
March 26 - Howard Kerr 
April 2 - Dale Freres 
April 9 - Rich Austin 
April 16 - Don Porter 
April 23 - Roger Eichmeier 
 

Finemasters 
Feb. 26 - Jim Kellar 
March 5 - Denton Brown 
March 12 - Roger Eichmeier 
March 19 - Joel Holland 
March 26 - Ed Schmit 
April 2 - Rudy Pascoe 
April 9 - Dorte Breckenridge 
April 16 - Helen Kilgore 
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The evening of Saturday, April 17, 
2010, is the date for the Rotary 
“Scholarship Celebration” (aka Rotary 
Roars For Youth Auction) to be held at 
Eagle Ridge Resort and Spa. 
   This will be the 24th annual 
“Scholarship Celebration” the Club has 
held to raise money for its Jennifer 
Purdy Scholarship program, which pro-
vides $1500 scholarships for Jo Daviess 
County graduating high school seniors. 
   Starting back in 1987, proceeds from 
the auction allowed the Club to give out 
7 scholarships totaling $4,000.  Last 
year’s proceeds made it possible to give 
out 21 scholarships totaling $31,500!  
To date, the Club has given $544,500 in 
scholarship money to 460 high school 
seniors. 
   The number of scholarships to be 
awarded is determined by the success of 
the event — which is up to us!  If you 
haven’t already, sell raffle tickets and 
obtain donations of for items to be auc-
tioned off.  Don’t forget that cash dona-
tions are welcomed and greatly appreci-
ated.  Auction items may be dropped off 
at the Galena Gazette office.  Items do-
nated may be tax deductible, but tell do-
nors to consult with their tax advisor. 

   While the Rotary “Scholarship Cele-
bration” is recognized as a major social 
event for the tri-state area,  the real pur-
pose and focus  of the “celebration” is to 
raise money for scholarships. This year 
we are really focusing on that and en-
couraging all attendees to be active par-
ticipants by purchasing an item or two. 
Doors open at 6:00 p.m. with the main 
auction beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Four si-
lent auctions will also be held during the 
evening 
   Tickets purchased in advance are $50 
or $60 at the door.  Admission includes 
an open bar and fancy hors d’oeuvre and 
dessert buffet tables.  Each Rotarian has 
received four tickets to sell.  More are 
available from Vicky Vondran. 
   Let’s make this our most successful 
auction ever!! 

Tom Saccomanno peruses live auction 
items at the 2009 Rotary Auction. 


