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I think the words of Rotary Foundation 
Chair Glenn Estess, Sr., are ones we can 
all take to heart: 
 

Let’s keep our Foundation strong 
“According to one recent study, charita-
ble giving is at its lowest level in 50 
years when adjusted for inflation.  
Eight-six percent of nonprofits reported 
a decline in giving in 2009.  At a time 
when humanitarian needs are escalating 
rapidly, the resources to meet those 
needs are diminishing. 
   “Fortunately, Rotarians are by nature a 
very generous group.  Despite a world 
economic recession, donations to the 
Annual Programs Fund in 2008-09 were 
the third highest in our history.  Rotari-
ans continue to support the Annual Pro-

grams Fund as well as the goal of meet-
ing Rotary’s US $200 million challenge 
to ensure polio eradication.  In addition, 
we are working to secure The Rotary 
Foundation’s future by building up our 
permanent fund, and we are striving to 
strengthen our peace efforts through our 
Rotary Centers for International Studies 
in peace and conflict resolution. 
   “It may seem like a lot to ask, and I 
wish I could tell you that your contribu-
tions to these efforts will cure all the 
world’s ills.  What I can tell you is what 
will happen if our Foundation does not 
have sufficient resources to support your 
worthy projects: Polio will continue to 
cripple far too many children.  Disease 
will spread more rapidly as fewer people 
have access to clean water and sanitation 

facilities.  Countless women and girls 
will never learn how to read.  And pov-
erty, disease, and illiteracy will persist in 
undermining our work toward peace in 
the world. 
   “The Rotary Foundation belongs to all 
of us.  It is our greatest resource for do-
ing good, and it is our responsibility to 
maintain its strength.  I hope every Ro-
tarian will join us by making a contribu-
tion to support the Foundation’s pro-
grams this year.” 
   Support your Rotary Foundation! 
    
   Sincerely, 

��������������������� ���
   Dr. Barbara K. Sloan, President 
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This year’s auction was billed 
as our “scholarship celebra-
tion” to focus on the very im-
portant reason for our annual 
fundraiser—scholarships 
raised for local area high 
school students to attend   
college.  Over 60 students 
have applied for scholarships 
this year! Mark your calendar 
now for the 2010 scholarship      
reception planned for Thurs-
day, May 27, at 7 p.m. at the 
DeSoto House Hotel, when 
this year’s scholarships will 
be awarded. 

Top left: Rich Mattas buys a 50-50 ticket from Helen Kilgore.  Top right: President Barb Sloan 
checks out an auction item.  Bottom left: Pat McCarthy changes auction numbers.  Bottom right: 
Larry Blankenbaker shows off his strength as well as an interesting live auction item. 
Photos by P. Carter Newton 



FYI 
Galena Rotary Club   

P.O. Box 52  
Galena, IL 61036 

Meets every Friday 11:45 a.m.  
at the DeSoto House Hotel  

 

2009-2010 Officers 
President—Barbara Sloan 

President Elect—Helen Kilgore  
Past President—Joel Holland 

Treasurer—Jim Kellar  
Secretary– Rich Austin 

Newsletter 
Julie Bruser—777-4011 

jbruser@jcwifi.com 

Programs 
 

April 23 - Big Brother, Big Sisters,  
Sharon Mockridge 
April 30 - NW IL Center for Independent Living,  
Kay Arity 
May 7 - Nigerian Group Study Exchange,  
Carter Newton 
May 14 - Breakfast meeting—Exchange Student 
“Will” Dias da Silva 
May 21 - Student of the Quarter 
May 27, Thursday, 7 p.m. - Scholarship Reception 
May 28 - No meeting; enjoy Memorial Weekend 
June 4 - Jo-Carroll Depot LRA, John Clarke, 
Roger Higgs 
June 11 - Breakfast meeting, club program 
June 18 - Rotary Citizen of the Year, chairperson 
Lynn Gaber 
June 25 - Open 
June 28, Monday, 5 p.m.  - Annual Meeting,  
Picnic at Galena  Cellars’ Vineyard 
 

Greeters 
 

April 30 - Dave Winter, Rich Austin 
May 7 - Fred Baltz, Deb Bertucci 
May 14 - Dwight Bischel, Andy Blankenbaker 
May 21 - Larry Blankenbaker, Dorte Breckenridge 
June 4 - Don Campbell, Roy Clingman 
June 11 - John Cooke, Bill Cormack 
June 18 - Dorian  Dickinson, Don Ellwood 
June 25 - Dave Eaton, Roger Eichmeier 
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� Seniors’ Day In the Country is 
Wednesday, May 5th at the Ga-
lena Territory Owners’ Club.This 
year’s theme will be “Fiesta, Ole! 
A South of the Border Day In the 
Country.” Entertainment planned 
for the event will include “Fiesta 
Music” with Leonardo and an en-
core performance by the Galena 
High School Jazz Ensemble. Ro-
tary Master of Ceremonies Dr. 
Brian Schoenrock will again con-
duct a special trivia quiz. Also 
this year, the event will feature 
games, games and more games. 
And, of course, a delicious buffet 
luncheon and many door prize 
drawings are on the agenda.  If 
you can help, please contact Dorte 
Breckenridge. 

 
 

�  This year’s annual meeting will 
be a “picnic at the vineyard” on 
Monday night, June 28.  Plan to 
attend this fun evening at Galena 
Cellars’ scenic vineyard tasting 
room on Ford Road just north of 
Stagecoach Trail, about 6 miles 
east of Galena.  The event will 
run from 5 to 8 p.m. and Fried 
Green Tomatoes is catering.  
Mark the date on your calendar 
and be a part of the planning for 
our next Rotary Club year. 

 

 

Trivia 
 

April 23 - Roger Eichmeier 
April 30 - Rich Mattas 
May 7 - Lois Jean Wienen-
Knautz 
May 14 - Dottie Morizzo 
May 21 - Ken Parrott 
June 4 - Phil Jackman 
June 11 - Joel Holland 
June 18 - Deb Bertucci 

 
Finemasters 
 

April 23—Skip Schwerdtfeger 
April 30 - Marc McCoy 
May 7 - Andy Blankenbaker 
May 14 - Don Porter 
May 21 - Howard Kerr 
June 4 - Ken Parrott 
June 11 - Joel Holland 
June 18 - Open 
June 25 - Dan Mennenoh 
July 2 - Lois Jean Wienen-
Knautz 
July 9 - Open 
July 16 - Bob Wehrle 
July 23 - Open 
July 30 - Julie Bruser 
August 6 - Don Porter 

Past outgoing Rotary Exchange student 
Anna McNally recently shared this very 
touching poem that was written as a 
class assignment and expresses her    
experience as an exchange student in 
India, where she went last year: 
 

Endurance of the Lifespan 
By Anna McNally 

This tale is true and mine.  It tells of the 
friends I had and the friends I lost.  The 
world I knew, the world that I’ll never 

forget, and the world that I found.   
The place I was born, overtaken by the 
new.  Changed forever and ever to a  

distant memory. 
 

Scared to go away, terrified by what I 
found, a new land with more than I 

would’ve known.  Poverty-stricken, dis-
ease-infested.  A disastrous nightmare 

for me to witness true Indians.  So much 
ignorant pride in such a wasted land.  

My dreams, always and only, for those 
great stars and stripes. 

 
Until that fateful time, the anticipation 
of return.  So near to my rightful home, 
yet no joy, no excitement to be found 
for my departure from this ugly land, 

these crowded streets. 
 

My family, my friends, they all see dif-
ferently.  They see the mystery, they see 
the adventure, but mostly they see the 

end. The end of my exile and the        
glorious beginning of my long      

awaited return. 
 

What they didn’t expect, nor could I 
ever fathom, my reaction when my time 
came.  The tears and heartache.  Regret 
for all things I never saw, I never did.  

Pining for my Pune, yet feigning interest 
in my bittersweet reunions. 

 
My eyes now fill with longing, for that 
far away place.  Every moment of every 

day I spend in Obama’s pride, I wish 
and I wonder how to go back there, 

where friends are true and favors never 
forgotten, hospitality given for free and 

chivalry a must. 
 

Now here I’m left, to mourn what I 
must.  Old friends forever lost to drugs 
or relationships, each being its own ad-
diction.  Foreign friends barely there, 
separated by a hemisphere, connected 
through the internet.  My heart cries 

continuously for my cast-away friends, 
but new ones I’ve found, and there’s 

more to come, all as life goes on. 
 

A life won’t stop with a change of scen-
ery or a loss of hope even.  The Heart’s 
homeland remains where it began, but 
eternally grows outward, expanding to 
fit your loved and your lost, your new 

life encompasses the fallen familiarity to 
ease your pain, to endure the changes.  

In time, comfort and acceptance invade 
your new world leaving you to wonder 
why so shaken over the former, when 
the present blooms its own excitement 

each and every day. 
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